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To Miſs WARBURTON, 

| June 20. 
IN what words, my amiable friend, be- 
loved companion of my early days, ſhall 
J convey to you an idea of the delightful 
ſenſations I felt at receiving your wel- 
come—thrice welcome letter! which has 
relieved my mind from the painful ſtate 
of anxiety your ſilence for two long years 
had occaſioned. The laſt account I re- 
ceived, was the information of your ſafe 
arrival at Madras, ſince which I have been - 


wholly ignorant of your ſituation ; nay, 
Yor. 1. * B doubtful 
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4.doubtful even of your exiſtence; and, 


though impelled by inclination, and bound 


by the promiſe we made at our melan- 


choly parting, I have not omitted any 
opportunity of writing to you; yet it is 


evident my letters have ſhared a ſimilar 


fate with yours, and left us mutually to 
experience a ſtate of anxious uncertainty. 
Your immediate removal to the interior 
part of India, and the continual change 
of ſituation you have ſince experienced, 
now clearly account for the chaſm in 
dur correſpondence. 


I rejoice that your ſiſter's health is 
amended, and ardently hope ſhe will be 
reſtored to your prayers. I cannot, how- 
ever, deprive myſelf of the gratification 
of beſtowing on you that juſt praiſe, to 
which a conduct ſo meritorious, and truly 
diſintereſted, entitles you. Voluntarily to 
quit your native country, in which you 
have left dear and valuable connections, 


to accompany a ſiſter to unknown and 
diſtant 
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diſtant regions, whoſe conſtitution, im- 
paired by misfortunes, and a mind, de- 
ſponding beneath a weight of domeſtic 
cares, rendered her ſtate of health ſo pre- 
carious, that every apprehenſive fear was 
entertained, leſt ſhe might not ſupport 
the fatigue of ſo long and hazardous a 
voyage, and conſequently you would be 
left under the protection of your brother- 
in-law, whoſe conduct you, my Louiſa, 
from conviction, muſt diſapprove, and 
whoſe heart ſo devoid of ſenſibility, muſt 
occaſion you hourly to feel the unhappi- 
neſs of being related to him. Your ſiſ- 
ter, however, conſidered it a neceſſary part 
of her duty to accompany him, and what 
her conſcience dictates, has ever been the 
implicit guide of her actions. Your va- 
luable ſociety is likewiſe an alleviation of 
every care; but while with generous 
friendſhip you thus contribute to her 
comforts, it confirms the opinion I have 
always entertained, that you are, in every 

Be ſituation, 
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ſituation, regardleſs of perſonal inconve- 


nience, and the idea of ſelf is wholly 


loſt; when, by vour attentions, you can 
ſoften or mitigate the ſufferings of others. 
I therefore approve (though I muſt regret) 
your determination, that, till her health 
is re- eſtabliſned, and her peace of mind 


"regained, you will be a ſtranger to your 


native country: the completion of your 
withes will, I hope, reward you for the 
ſacrifice you have made, and enable you 
to return with pleaſure to your friends. 


You requeſt what you call my hiſtory, 
ſince the long period of our ſeparation; 
what J have to relate will, I fear, be con- 
ſidered as a romance; for it is impoſſible 
you could ever ſuppoſe, that your humble 
friend, Caroline Stanley, ſhould at this 
time be transformed into a married wo- 
man, the wife too of a man of ten thou- 
ſand a year, and that ſhe has a daughter 
three months old, blooming as the youth- 
| ful 
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ful Hebe; but, as the improbability of 
the circumſtance muſt render you incre- 
dulous, let me lead you progreſhvely 
to the events which have happened ſince 
we laſt met. 


You know Elm Grove, that delight- 
ful ſpot, under the ſhade of whoſe lux- 
uriant trees we have ſo often ſat, and 
liſtened to the harmonious concert of 
the feathered choir, Mr. Hamilton, the 
poſſeſſor of this eſtate, was wholly un- 
known to us, he lived fecluded from all 
ſociety, nor ever aſſociated with the fami- 
lies around him. His ſingularities were 
great, but in no inſtance were they more 
conſpicuous, than in the ſyſtem of educa- 
tion he adopted for his nephew, - who 
| was his heir. At an early period of life 
he was left an orphan, with an handſome 
independent fortune; his uncle immedi- 
ately entruſted him to the care of a clergy- 
man, cotemporary with himſelf at the 

B 3 univerſity, 
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univerfity, whoſe reſidence was in an 


"obſcure village, in the Weſt of England, 


with the ſtricteſt injunction to ſeclude 
him wholly in this retirement, “ far from 
the buſy haunts of men;” for Mr. Hamil- 
ton, who had experienced ingratitude and 
unkindnefs from a few pretended friends, 
had formed his judgment of mankind by 
their example, he was, therefore, become 
a miſanthrope from diſappointment, and, 
diſguſted with the world, had formed 
to his ideas a total deprivation of vir- 
tue and happineſs, if he permitted his ne- 
phew any intercourſe with it. 


In this retirement he had remained ten 
years, when he was called from it by the 
death of his uncle. He was then juſt of 
age, unacquainted with the world, pot- 
ſeſſing a mind formed by the ſtricteſt 
principles of virtue, a lively imagination, 
ſtrong paſſions, and ever following the 


impulſe of the moment. 
| I will 
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vill here conclude this letter; though, 
till I have led you further in my hiſtory, 
ſhall not ſign any other name than that 
of my Louiſa's ever affectionate 


CAROLINE. 


Is CONTINUATION. 


IN my laſt I attempted to deſcribe an al- 
moſt faultleſs character; let me now, 
my Louiſa, give youſome idea of Mr. Ha- 
milton's perſon; he is tall and elegant; his 
features are in the moſt artleſs ſtyle of 
beauty; blue eyes; fair complexion, glow- 
ing with the bloom of health; his hair 
an hazle brown, hanging negligently on 
his ſhoulders; teeth white as ivory; and 
an animated, cheerful countenance, ever 
denoting the lively imagination of the 
poſſeſſor. 


B 4 on 
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On his arrival at our village, I was 
abſent with my father, who had made 
an excurſion. to Cheltenham, for the be- 
nefit of his health. At our return, his 
praiſes were the univerſal theme; even 
Doctor Gordon, the rector, whoſe cau- 
tion in beſtowing approbation is the moſt 
flattering panegyric on thoſe who. obtain 
his favour, ſpoke of him in the moſt ex- 
alted terms, facetiouſly adding, 5 

] muſt lock up my favourite Caroline, 
to ſecure her from his acquaintance; for 
his perſon and character, joined to his 
eaſy, unaffected manners, render him ſo 
attractive, he cannot be known and not 
admired.” 


My father's fituation, as curate of 
the village, required the neceſſary civi- 
ty of a viſit, which Mr. Hamilton im- 
mediately returned. He appeared de- 
lghted with my father; in the moſt en- 
gaging terms he requeſted his friend- 
ſhip and advice; and expreſſed the ut- 
_ moſt 
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moſt pleaſure at having formed ſo de- 
ſirable an acquaintance, while we were 
equally pleaſed and amuſed by his lively 
converſation. He had viſited the metro- 
polis, for a few days, on neceſſary buſi- 
neſs, preparatory to taking poſſeſſion of 
his eſtate; but he expreſſed himſelf dif- 
guſted and tired of it, even during that 
ſhort reſidence, from his own confeſ- 
ſion, he was led into a thouſand dan- 
gers and difficulties. 


« The world (he obſerved) was fo. 
new to me, and I ſo wholly unacquainted, 
with the manners of it, that I was con- 
tinually guilty of ſome impropriety; and 
if I had not eſcaped in- time, I ſhould 
probably have been confined for life, in 
one of thoſe hoſpitals appropriated for 
inſanity.” 


He had however purchaſed an hand- 
ſome houſe in Groſvenor-ſquare, becauſe 
he was informed it was a neceſſary ap- 

ET pendage 
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pendage to his fortune, and had given or- 
ders to have it furniſhed with the utme/t ex- 
pedition, though at the fame time deter- 
mined to make Elm-Grove his conſtant 
reſidence. n | 


A few days after his viſit, I met him 
at the rectory; he was too artleſs to diſ- 
guiſe his feelings, and therefore evidently 
diſcovered the pleaſure which he felt from 
this interview. On the following day he 
waited on my father, and, to our aſtoniſh- 
ment, requeſted his permiſſion to ad- 
dreſs me, declaring, that the happineſs 
of his life depended on my favourable 
opinion. Surpriſed at ſo hafty a deter- 
mination, he uſed every argument to con- 
vince him of the impropriety of ſo ſudden 
an attachment, obſerving, 


« Your acquaintance with my daugh- 
ter is too flight to form ſo early an en- 
gagement; you are attratted merely by a 
ſet of features more pleafing than thoſe 
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you have been accuſtomed to ſee; but, 
when you look around the world, you 
will find many ſuperior to her in perſonal - 
charms, and may meet with one in whom. 
beauty and fortune are united, whoſe 
family you may, without a bluſh, acknow- 
ledge, and whom your reaſon may ap- 
prove. Let not this diſcovery be made, 
when you may have cauſe to regret the 
indiſſoluble tie by which you are bound.“ 
U . 
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Mr. Hamilton liſtened to him with viſi- 
ble impatience, then exclaimed, 

« Do not talk of fortune, rank, or 
family; can they be placed in compe- 
tition with Miſs Stanley? Grant,—oh! 
grant me that invaluable bleſſing, and 
every ſucceeding hour of my life ſhall be 
devoted to prove my gratitude !” 


My father then hinted at his youth: 
„ Wait (added he) till a few years 
have matured your judgment. Viſit the 
great world, hitherto unknown to you; 
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enjoy all the rational pleaſures it e 
and if, on your return, my Caroline holds 
the ſame diſtinguiſhed place in your affec- 


tions, it would be my fupreme felicity to 


Join your hands.” 


This advice was but little ſuited to 
his impetuoſity. 


„ Why ſhould J viſit the world? (he 
eagerly replied) what can it beſtow on 
me equal to Miſs Stanley? Let me ra- 
ther remain under your eye; you ſhall 
be my father, my monitor, my inſtruc- 
tor, and my friend; I will be guided by 
your counſel, directed by your advice, 
improved by your wiſdom. I do not 
covet a knowledge of the -world; the 
peaceful retirement of Elm Grove, with 


my adored Caroline, would be a Paradiſe. 


Do not abandon me to my own direction; 
even in my paſt ſecluſion, my impetuoſity 
has ever hurried me into inconvenience, 


which cooler reflection has diſapproved, 


| Have 
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Have I not then cauſe to fear an inter- 
courſe with a world I have been ever 
taught to dread, and whoſe allurements 
may prove deſtruQive to my peace?” 


My father however continued, un- 
moved by all his arguments, declaring 
that he did not approve of an attachment, 
dictated by the eye, in which the judg- 
ment had no part; but Mr. Hamilton 
ſoon gained Doctor Gordon for his advo- 
cate, who, won by the excellence of his 
character, repreſented the propofal to my 
father in the higheſt degree advantage- 
ous; and expreſſed the moſt flattering ex- 
pectations of laſting felicity. Theſe conſi- 
derations had their weight; and, when 
he reflected on his declining health, 
and was convinced he did no violence 
to his Caroline's inchnations, he conſent- 
ed, ſtipulating only that our marriage 
ſhould not take place for five months, 
as I ſhould at that period attain my 
nineteenth year, Prior however to- this 
, eyent, 


14 o AROL INE. 

event, my father reſolved to inform Mr. 
Hamilton of his hiſtory, which ſhall be the 
ſubject of my next letter. What I have 
already written will, however, convince 
you, that I have a right to add to the 
beloved title of my Louiſa's friend, the 
name of ; 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


In CONTINUATION. 


My father thus commenced his hiſtory, 


9 You are ignorant (ſaid he) of the 
. obſcurity of that family with whom you 
ſeek an alliance; my father trod the 
humbleſt paths of life, he was a day-la- 
bourer, and by his honeſty alone, was 
diſtinguiſhed from his companions; the 
punctuality with which he diſcharged his 


rent, firſt attracted the attention of his 
landlord, 
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hndlord, who, on enquiry, admiring the 
integrity of his character, employed him 
to work in his garden; and as a proof 
of his regard, placed me in that excellent 
Mitution, Chriſt's-Hoſpital, where my 
diligence and attention procured me the 
notice of the ſuperiors, and at a proper 
time I was ſent to the univerſity on the 
foundation. A deſire of learning made 
the attainment of it eaſy, and (as I was 
conſidered a good claſſic) I was appointed 
tutor to a young nobleman, whoſe vir- 
tues rendered him more conſpicuous 
than his rank. He honoured me with 
his particular friendſhip---Infiſted that I 
would permit his maſters to inſtruct me 
in every elegant accompliſhment; and 
when he prepared to make the tour of 
Europe, requefted I would accompany 
him. This wiſh, ſo confonant to my in- 
clinations, admitted but of one objeQion, 
which was the conferit of my parents; I 
was their only child, in me their hopes— 
their happineſs—their expeQations cen- 
| | tred. 
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tred. Reluctantly, therefore, they com- 
plied with my requeſt, fearing from the 
diſtance, and (in their imagination) dan- 
ger, an eternal ſeparation. Previous, how- 
ever, to my parting from them, I pus 
chaſed the cottage, which I now inhabit, 
and ſome ground about it; the produce 
of which ſecured to them the bleſſing of 
independence. 


We were abſent from our native coun- 
try ſeveral years, and as my pupil was 
anxious for improvement, he diligently 
ſtudied the cuſtoms and manners of the 
different ſtates, together with the laws 
and maxims of their governments; unlike 


our modern faſhionable travellers, whoſe 


time is ſpent in expeditiouſly haften- 
ing from city to city, in purſuit of frivo- 
lous amuſement, who think their tour 
complete, if they beſtow a few hours 
in viewing ancient ruins, or ſtately pa- 
laces, without beſtowing a thought on 


| the laws and manners of the people with 


whom 
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whom they have reſided. My pupil, on 
the contrary, omitted no opportunity of 
attaining that uſeful knowledge, which 
would enable him to fill with dignity the 
elevated ſituation in which he was 
placed. 


The intimacy in which we lived, more 
ſtrongly cemented our friendſhip, and it 
was the conſtant declaration of my ge- 
nerous patron, that on our return to 
England, he would make that proviſion 
for me, which ſhould place me beyond 
the frowns of fortune. But, alas! how 
precarious are the reſolutions of man,— 
eaſily formed, — but how quickly defeat- 
ed: at the moment when we meditated 
our return, and every tender feeling was 
awakened in the hope of ſoon reviſiting 
our native country, a violent fever ſeized 
my noble companion at Florence, and, 
in three days, terminated his exiſt- 
ence. 
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| To deſcribe my grief is impoſſible, 


I lamented him as an affectionate bro- 


ther, and was long inſenſible to the 
reflection, that, by this unexpected - mis- 
fortune, I was become wholly deſtitute, 
for his diſorder having ſuddenly af- 
feed his intellects, deprived him of the 
power of making any proviſion for me, 
and that memento, (looking at the ele- 
gant time - piece, you have ſo often ad- 
mired) is the only exiſting proof of our 
friendſhip. 


I accompanied his remains to England, 
and ſaw depoſited, among his anceſtors, 
an aſſemblage of every virtue, which 
would have added ſplendor to his titles, 
rank, and fortune. After performing this 
melancholy duty, I haſtened to my pa- 
rents, and for a time forgot my ſorrows, 
in the pleaſing reflection that I contri- 


buted to their happineſs by my return; 


ſoon, however, I was compelled to leave 
them, to ſeek ſome ſituation which 
might 


>. 
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might ſecure me from impending po- 
verty. I therefore applied for, and 
gained a fellowſhip, and made the uni- 
_ verſity my conſtant reſidence: this ſituation 
procured me a genteel ſupport, but an 
accidental circumſtance ſoon deſtroyed 
the comforts of a college life, and made 
me feel the fellowſhip I held, a ſtate of 


bondage. 


I had formed an acquaintance with 
an amiable young woman, a friendleſs, 
unprotected orphan, who was from her 
birth the child of misfortune, and through 
life was negleQed by, and even igno- 
rant of thoſe to whom ſhe owed her be- 
ing, Her earlieſt recollection was of the 
lowly ſhed in which her nurſe reſided, 
and of the more than parental tenderneſs 
of her, and her huſband, to whom, from 
the firſt dawn of life, ſhe had been con- 
ſigned, and ſhe delighted to recall the 
hours of unimbittered pleaſure which ſhe 


had paſſed, with her darling brother, the 
only 
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only companion of her playful ſports. 
Thus, in careleſs eaſe ſhe ſpent the period 
of infancy, and the firſt ſorrow that ſhe 
ever knew was occaſioned by her ſepa- 
ration from him, her deareſt Edward! At 
that time ſhe was informed that ſhe be- 
held her parents, but too long eſtranged 
from them, no pleaſurable emotions 
filled her heart, ſhe rather conſidered 
them as the ſource of her unhappineſs, 


by depriving her of a beloved brother. 


Several years muſt have elapſed, e'er 
ſhe quitted this humble aſylum, for ſhe 
remembered many birth-days had paſled, 
an event ever marked by her generous 
protectors for feſtivity and joy; the fatal 
day at laſt arrived, which divided her 
from all ſhe loved. A ſervant demanded 
her, who produced a parent's order for 
her removal: her homely garb was ex- 
changed for coſtly apparel; and every al- 
lurement offered to reconcile her to the 
ſeparation; but, to her Jateſt hour, ſhe 

remembered 
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remembered the anguiſh ſhe had felt; 
nor did ſhe ever forget the kindneſs of her 
foſter-· parents, nor their humble ſhed upon 
the Moor. 


Aſter a journey of ſeveral days, ſhe 
was left by her conductor at a boarding- 
ſchool, in a large town; but here ſhe was 
ſtill more wretched, than even during 
the journey. She had now no friend 
who attempted to conſole her, but as the 
was the untutored child of nature, ſhe 
was expoſed to the ridicule and ſcorn 
of her accompliſhed companions. When 
her grief had ſubſided, emulation filled 
her mind, ſhe was anxious to appear 
like thoſe by whom ſhe was ſurrounded, 
and therefore diligently applied to the 
inſtructions which were given to her. 


A ſeries of years elapſed, in which 
ſhe experienced every attention and in- 
dulgence, when gradually a change ſuc- 
cceded, till by degrees total neglect en- 

ſued, 
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ſued. She was then informed of her deſ- 
titute, unfriended ſtate, ſhe learnt that 
no enquiry had ever been made after her, 
by thoſe who placed her in that ſeminary, 
and that the ſum of money depoſited on 
her entrance, had been exhauſted in the 
neceſſary expenſes. She was aſſured, ſhe 
had long owed her ſupport to their kind- 
neſs and humanity, but that her longer 
_ reſidence under their protection, muſt 
be conditional; ſhe muſt be hereafter the 
humble attendant on thoſe with whom 
ſhe had hitherto lived on an equality. 
'This irkſome fituation was not of long 
continuance; ſhe was removed from it 
by a lady of high rank, who had ap- 
plied at the ſchool for a young perſon, as 
a companion to her daughter. 


At this period, ſhe was about fixteen 
years of age, as ſhe had learnt from an 
almoſt illegible memorandum in a book, 
her nurſe had given to her. Her charge 


was four years younger, a wayward 
child 
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child of quality, the heireſs to immenſe 
poſſeſſions, and the idol of her mother, 
who conſidered all perfection centred in 
her, and whoſe naturally perverſe and 
froward diſpoſition, was increaſed by un- 
bounded indulgence. 


A ſituation like this, was but ill cal- 
culated to afford my poor Matilda com- 
fort, ſhe was here taught to feel the 
painful lot of a dependant, hourly re+ 
minded of her obſcure and humble ſtate; 
while every favour loſt its value, by con- 
ſtant repetitions of the obligation. This 
conduct, though it wounded her ſenſibi- 
lity, could not weaken her fortitude, ſhe 
had been early inured to diſappointments, 
from which ſhe had derived the impor- 
tant leſſon, to ſubmit with gentle pati- 
ence to her lot; it likewiſe, from her 
own exertions, contributed to her advan- 
tage, for by her conſtant attendance on 
her young charge, ſhe gained a more 
perfect knowledge of thoſe accompliſh- 

ments, 


24 cAROLINE. 


ments, which before ſne had only we 
ficially attained. 


The ſize of this packet, reminds me 
that it is neceſſary to make a pauſe in 
this hiſtory, by aſſuring my Louiſa, that T 
am unalterably her friend, 


CaRoOLINE HAMILTON.“ 
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My father thus continued, 


"* SHE had reſided five years in this ſtate 
of ſplendid ſervitude, when an alarming 
accident introduced me to her acquaint- 
ance; I had been taking a ſolitary ride a 
few miles from the univerſity, when at a 
diſtance I perceived a carriage; whoſe 


frighted horſes having thrown their rider, 
were 
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were, with velocity, dragging the chaiſe, 
and by their irregular motion, rendered it 
in momentary danger of being overſet. 
rode precipitately towards it, and with 
the utmoſt difficulty ſeized the furious 
animals, at the inſtant when they were 
on the brink of a tremendous precipice, 
which preſerved from inevitable deſtruc- 
tion two ladies, who were confined in the 
carriage. A ſervant ſoon appeared, to 
whom I conſigned the care of the horſes, 
and I devoted my attention to the ladies, 
one of whom was almoſt lifeleſs from ap- 
prehenſion; the other, though with. a 
countenance of terror and diſtreſs, heroic- 
ally exerted herſelf to ſupport her fainting 
companion. I carried the youngeſt lady 
to a cottage; at a little diſtance the other 
followed, who appeared loſt to every 
conſideration for herſelf, in alarming 
anxicty for her charge. When they were 
ſufficiently recovered to admit of a 
removal, I ordered a chaiſe from the 
next village, (their carriage being too 
Vor. I. C much 
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much injured to convey them) and re- 
queſted to conduct them to their home. 
I then learnt that the youngeſt of the 
ladies was Lady Laurina Benſon, the 
other I ſoon perceived was her humble 
companion. 


I attended them to the Counteſs of 
Caſtlenarvon, ſhe had heard of the acci- 
dent, from a perſon who had remained an 
unconcerned ſpectator of the ſcene; but, 
who, anxious to convey the information, 
had haſtened to give the Counteſs the firſt 
alarm of the danger; the joy, therefore, 
with which this doating mother received 
her darling in ſafety, was bordering. on 
frenzy, nor was ſhe leſs warm in expreſs- 
ing her gratitude and thanks to her de- 
hiverer. I had an unlimited invitation to 
her houſe; and was introduced to her 
friends as the preſerver of her child. 


I had now an opportunity of knowing 
her character, more complex than imagi- 
nation 
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nation can form. Accuſtomed from in- 
fancy to unbounded adulation, ſhe tyran- 
nized with deſpotic power over her in- 
feriors; while, with cringing ſervility, ſhe 
courted the attention of thoſe, who poſ- 
ſeſſed either rank or fortune ſuperior to 
her own. Cameleon like, ſhe was ever 
varying, and what this hour ſhe approved, 
the next condemned; a ſettled diſſatisfac- 
tion was marked on every feature, and 
unceaſing diſcontent was the ſubject of 
every converſation, even the conſtant rota- 
tion of the ſeaſons, were with her a ſource 
for complaining, and whether a genial ſun, 
or frozen atmoſphere preſided, her reſtleſs 
mind found in the unavoidable change, an 
occaſion for repining. She liberally ſup- 
ported all acts of public munificence, and 
was the avowed patroneſs of thoſe inliitu- 
tions, where the name in gilded letters, 
conſpicuouſly record the ſplendid deed; 
but the humble ſuppliant ſued in vain for 
relief, and the unfortunate Matilda was 
a proof, that though ſhe profeſſed to prac- 
C 2 tile, 
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tiſe, ſhe was a ſtranger to the genuine 
dictates of charity and humanity: one 
quality only, ſhe appeared to poſſeſs with- 
out alloy, it was gratitude; and I was 
continually called on to name ſome re- 
ward, as a compenſation for preſerving 
her child. I was a conſtantly-invited 
gueſt, and was ſoon conſidered an uſeful 
aſſiſtant at her concerts, and was often 
conſulted, reſpecting the mode of educa- 
tion for Lady Laurina, and the abilities of 
thoſe maſters on whom that care devolved; 
but this taſk, her own unſteady temper 
rendered unavalling, for ere I had time to 
form a judgment; in ſome capricious 
moment, the maſter was diſcarded, and 
the whole ſyſtem of education totally 
reverſed. | 


An intercourſe like this led me to 
know, and conſequently to admire Miſs 
Morley, the humble dependant, whoſe 
modeſt unaſſuming merit, and pleaſing 
penſive countenance, where dejection 

and 
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and deſpondence were viſibly pictured, 
awakened my compaſſion, and inſenſibly 
gained an intereſt in my heart, I ſaw 
her hourly expoſed to the unfecling inſo- 
lence of her proud patroneſs, and to the 
marked neglect of thoſe, whoſe behaviour 
was regulated by her example. 


In our frequent converſations, I learnt 
the ſtory of -her misfortunes, and was 
anxious to become the proteCtor of one ſo 
deſtitute and friendleſs; I had no difficulty 
to prevail on her to exchange her irkſome 
dependance, for the comforts my humble 
lot might beſtow; but as every idea of in- 
gratitude or concealment was repugnant 
to her nature, ſhe requeſted the Counteſs 
might be informed of my propoſal; I 
waited on her, therefore, without appre- 
henſion, not doubting her ready concur- 
rence; but this opinion was erroneous, ſhe 
treated my propoſal with contempt, with 
furious rage upbraided me with diſſimu- 
lation and ingratitude, and forbade me 
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ever again to enter her houſe. She then 
ordered Matilda to appear before her, 
and in the moſt inſulting and diſgraceful 
language, loaded her with reproaches, and 
threats, of experiencing the full weight of 
her diſpleaſure. The poor trembling vic- 
tim, who well knew her abilities to tor- 
ment, was ſinking with apprehenſion, i 
when I requeſted the Counteſs would in- 
form me, if ſhe poſſeſſed a relation's right | 
to exerciſe this ſeverity, The proud 
Peereſs indignantly ſpurned the 1dea; de- 
claring, that from compaſſion and hu- 


manity, (ſtrange miſapplication of. the 
nobleſt faculties of the heart,) ſhe had 


hitherto ſupported her. This avowal, 
prompted me to make her an immediate 
offer of protection; and, in the preſence 
of the Counteſs, I requeſted her to accept 
my propoſal. She unreluCtantly gave the 
hand I ſolicited, and, in defiance of the 
rage and threats of her unworthy protec- 
treſs, I removed her from the houſe. 


| I placed 
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I placed her immediately with a family 
of reſpectability, and, in a few days, 
made her my wife; previous to this event, 
I informed the Counteſs of my determi- 
nation, and named the family, with whom 
I had procured her a temporary aſylum; 
her clothes were immediately ſent, with a 
verbal meſſage, importing, that ſhe wholly 
renounced ſo ungrateful a creature, and 
abandoned her to all the poverty and 
miſery which ſhe hoped, and believed, 
would be her lot. Her wiſhes, thank 
heaven! proved abortive; this humble cot- 
tage, which, by my parents' death, de- 
volved to me, ſecured to us every com- 
fort; and, as my valuable friend, Dr. 
Gordon, appointed me his curate, I poſ- 
ſeſſed an income ſufficient to relieve the 
wants of others. I enjoyed with her a 
ſtate of uninterrupted happineſs, the birth 
of my ſweet Caroline, ſtill adding to our 
felicity; but four years after that event, a 
gradual decay bereft me of her amiable 
mother; ſhe ſaw her approaching fate 
C4 with 
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with calm reſignation, and as her life had 
paſt in the performance of every Chriſtian 
virtue, ſo ſhe met death without appre- 
henſion of its terrors. 


LS 
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we, 


This ſevere misfortune I felt with all 
the anguiſh of affliction, for juſtly may I 
fay with the elegant Lord Littleton, 


=” 
9 
4 
* * 
I 
o 1 
Ko 
_ 
1 
: 4 
* 
3 y 
" = 
; My 
= 
"3 D 
-.-v 
9 
LY 
\ LY 
«2 "mn 
2 
* 5 
\ y 
4 


« She ne'er gave me cauſe to complain, 
4 Till that fatal day when ſhe died.“ 


However, hard the taſk, I knew that 
reſignation was my duty, my helpleſs 
child too, called for a parent's care; her 
dawning reaſon required inſtruction, and 
the delightful taſk to. form her tender 
mind, firſt taught me to fubdue affliction. 
I aimed to inſtruct her in every uſeful and 
polite accompliſhment, ſo that ſhe might 
ever find thoſe reſources in herſelf, which 
would lead her to ſhun deſtructive plea- 
ſures, too eagerly graſped at by the gay 
and thoughtleſs, to fill the vacant hours. 
Her docility repaid my cares, and more 
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firmly united the bonds of affection. She 
has been my only comfort, and is the 
ſole tie that binds me to the world. 


I have now given you the undiſguiſed 
hiſtory of my humble family, who had 
neither rank nor fortune to reſcue them 
from oblivion, and by their virtues only 
were diſtinguiſhed.” 


« And is not that diſtinction (ſaid Mr. 
Hamilton, eagerly) ſuperior to what titles, 
rank, or fortune, could beſtow? for a pre- 
eminence in virtue is beyond the dignity 
of the moſt illuſtrious potentate is the 
Earl of Narſby, whom I have ſeen at the 
rectory, admired, beloved, reſpected, like 
you? Do the poor, or the afflicted apply 
to him, ſure of finding relief and conſola- 
tion? No! his doors are ever ſhut againſt 
the children of miſery, and becauſe placed 
beyond the reach, he does not feel for the 
diſtreſſes incident to human nature. If it 
were poſſible, therefore, that I could be 
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allied to him, would it afford me the 
heart-felt ſatisfaction I muſt experience, 
in calling the virtuous, the benevolent, 
the humane Mr. Stanley, my father? Or, 
could my beloved Caroline poſſeſs more 
elegance, with more intellectual and ac- 
quired accompliſhments, or be more con- 
ſpicuous for her virtues, though an im- 
perial coronet adorned her brow? I do 
not covet fortune, for I already poſſeſs 
what is beyond my wants, and large as 
my wiſhes, you muſt inſtruct me, to make 
it a bleſſing to others.” 
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My father's ſimple narrative, rather 
raiſed him in Mr. Hamilton's eſtimation, 
and his excellent qualities, which a more 
perfect knowledge rendered ſtill more 
deſerving approbation, made my dear 
parent anxious for our union; at the ap- 
pointed period, therefore, with pleaſure 
he beſtowed my hand. Dr. Gordon, at his 
own requeſt, performing the ceremony. 
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I have now brought you to that event, 
which made me the happieſt of women; 
have much more to ſay, and ſhall (as you 
aſſure me, we may without apprehenſion, ) 
continue the ſame unreſerved corre- 
ſpondence we have ever maintained, ac- 
quainting you of every tranſaction of your 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Elm-Grove, July 1. 
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Mx. Hamilton, immediately on our 
marriage, was importunate with my 
father to reſide with us; this he de- 
clined, ſaying, 

I cannot conſent to quit the retire- 
ment to which I have been ſo long ac- 
cuſtomed ; nor do I with to indulge in the 
gratification of a conſtant intercourſe with 
you, which would make our eternal ſepa- 
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ration ſtill more painful. I will, therefore, 
my beloved children, ſpend my few re- 
maining days in this lowly cottage, where, 
reflecting on my paſt enjoyments, and re- 
joieing in your felicity, I truſt, the ſhort 
remnant of my life, will paſs in calm con- 
tent and reſignation.” 


Several weeks after my reſidence in 
this place, were ſpent in the neceſſary 
civilities, which the polite attentions of 
our neighbours required, but to which 
Mr. Hamilton rather ſubmitted than ap- 
proved; but when releaſed from thoſe 
_ engagements, he with pleaſure obſerved, 

Let us now, my dear Caroline, form 
our own plans, unfettered by the reſtraints 
of faſhion or cuſtom, “ but, above all, fixed 
and ſettled rules;” we will, therefore, fol- 
low where inclination leads, the grave, or 
ſevere, may arraign our conduct, as eccen- 
tric; but from the enjoyment of thoſe inno- 
cent pleaſures, we ſhall derive a gratifica- 


tion to which they muſt be eyer ſtrangers.” 
| He 
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He is paſſionately fond of every rural 
amuſement; I, therefore, accompany him 
in his riding, walking, fiſhing parties, fre- 
quently we drive in a low chair, to thoſe 
diſtant hills, which bound the proſpect 
from the village; and there feated under 
the ſhade of ſome venerable oak, take 
views from the objects around us; a ſmall 
baſket contains our humble fare: but the 
delight ariſing from the ſociety of each 
other, renders this repaſt more gratifying 
than the moſt ſtudied luxuries. Often we 
ſpend the day by the fide of the clear 
ſtream, which meanders through the 
meadows, where we amuſe ourſelves by 
fiſhing, and when incommoded by the 
| ſun, retire to fome ſequeſtered ſhade; 
where he generally reads to me during 
the ſultry heat of day. 


We have wholly reſided in the fields, 
while the harveſt continued, for as he 
largely contributes to, ſo his affectionate 
heart is eyer gratified, by witneſſing the 

happineſs 
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happineſs of others. He, therefore, gains 
the confidence of the poor labourers, and 
by his familiarity, encourages them to 
communicate their troubles, and regard 
him as their friend; and as his generoſity 
is as extenſive as his humanity, ſo his 
bounty liberally follows a knowledge of 
their diſtreſs. 


Thus, in rational pleaſures, has each 
ſucceeding hour paſſed, varying only ac- 
cording to the change of ſeaſons, and in- 
terrupted by nothing, but the neceſſary 
attention to our neighbours. With the. 
family at the rectory, however we pre- 
ſerve a friendly and conſtant intercourſe. 
One rule we obſerve, nor on any occaſion 
deviate from, which is to ſpend a part of 
every day with my father; but, with the- 
deepeſt concern, I muſt inform you, that 
his life rapidly approaches to its termina- 
tion. He, however, awaits the awful 
change with calm ſerenity, and is only 
anxious to prepare my mind to ſubmit. 
with 
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with fortitude to the eternal ſeparation. 
This day, when perceiving my affliction, 
which with uſeleſs efforts I had en- 
deavoured to conceal; he ſaid, 

« Do not grieve, my child, nor fadden 
the ſerenity of my few remaining days, 
with unavailing regret. I have not a wiſh 
on this ſide the grave unaccompliſhed, for 
my Caroline, is happy; and as I have en- 
deavoured to diſcharge my duty, with all 
the powers that frail mortality will admit, 
I can meet death as a friend, in the ſure 
and certain hope of an eternal reward.” 


His life, however, appears renewed by 
the pleaſure with which he contemplates 
my little Harriot, nor can I ſay whether 
ſhe is more the object of his, than of her 
father's admiration; I will not truſt myſelf 
to deſcribe her, for in the flattering por- 
trait, you would trace the partiality of a 
fond parent; will, therefore, only ſay, that 
ſhe is a ſtriking reſemblance of her father, 
and is a lively and healthy child. 


My 
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My time is now wholly devoted to the 
neceſſary attentions on my father, that 
will ſufficiently account for my ſilence 
in future; profeſſions of friendſhip are to 
you, my Louiſa, unneceſſary, for you 
know the heart of your 
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Elm-Grove, Sept. 2. 


AN event, ever to be lamented, my dear 
friend, has occaſioned me the keeneſt 
affliction: I have loſt my valuable, my 
deſervedly-beloved parent; he expired in 
my arms, and cloſed a life of piety and 
virtue without a ſigh. Mr. Hamilton 
ſhares my concern, and affeCtionately 
mourns his loſs. On his advice he im- 
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plicitly relied, and made his precepts the 
conſtant guide of his attions. From this 
misfortune we feel a dejection of ſpirits, 
which excludes comfort from all our 
former enjoyments. At preſent our only 
gratification is, in conſtantly viſiting the cot- 
tage, where we reflect on the good—the 
gencrous—the benevolent actions of its 
late poſſeſſor; and, while we regret, en- 
deavour to reconcile ourſelves to the loſs, 
by conſidering, that his virtuous life has 
attained the higheſt reward. His humble 
pariſhioners expreſs likewiſe the moſt pa- 
thetic, unaffected ſorrow. A mourning 
train followed their venerable maſter to 
the ſilent grave; while, with tears of gra- 
titude, they lamented—their benefactor 
their friend—their father. His numerous 
penſioners, Mr. Hamilton has taken under 
his care; he anticipates my every wiſh. 
The cottage, beloved reſidence of my 
dear parents, he has, by an irrevocable 
gift, beſtowed on the worthy, honeſt Wil- 
hams, who, with his wife, were our only 
attendants. 
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attendants. Their faithful and affection- 
ate ſervices entitle them to every gratcful 
reward. The produce of the farm will 
ſecure to them a comfortable independ- 
ence: Jenny, their daughter, I have taken 
as my ſervant. 


Sehtember 19. 

It is with regret I now inform you, that, 
for a time, we ſhall be compelled to ex- 
change the comforts of Elm-Grove, for a 
reſidence in the great world. A friend of 
Mr. Hamilton's father has procured for 


him a lucrative employ under government. 
Neither the advantage nor - honour at- 


tached to this ſituation would tempt him 
to accept it; but he fears, it might be 
conſidered an act of ingratitude to decline, 
what his friend has, with indefatigable 


pains, and great exertion of intereſt, pro- 


cured; and, as he is aſſured a few months 
in every year is all the attendance which 
will be required, he has conſented, to 
what he calls a voluntary penance. 

Here, 
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Here, then, my friend, from this delight- 
ful ſpot, the ſcene of pure content and 
tranquil pleaſures, I will cloſe this letter. 
I ſhall write to you, on my arrival in 
town; but, oh! with what exquiſite de- 
light ſhall I again addreſs you, on my 
return to this beloved retirement! Ever 
yours, | 


Caroling HAMILTON. 


8 


Is CONTINUATION. 
Grofvenor-ſquare, Oct. 15. 


Two days ſince, with inconceivable re- 
gret, we quitted Elm-Grove, and the dear 
village of D-—. We had previouſly 
viſited each ſpot, where we had paſſed 
ſuch happy hours, and wiſhing—anxiouſly 
wiſhing for the time when again we may. 

purſue 


2 
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purſue thoſe rational enjoyments. Unac- 
| quainted with the world, it was with 
dread we reflected on our reſidence in it; 
convinced we muſt adopt a mode of life, 
little conſonant to our wiſhes. The part- 
ing from Dr. Gordon, and his ſiſter, was 
tender and affectionate. 


« May you (he ſaid) but return to this 
village, with hearts as pure and innocent 
as you now poſleſs, and fincere will be 
the delight with which I ſhall welcome 


you:” 


I find the ſituation of this houſe more 
agreeable than I could expect; its vicinity 
to Hyde-Park renders it both airy and 
pleaſant. 5 
October 28. 

Inceſſant engagements, my Louiſa, 
leave me ſcarcely a moment for my fa- 
vourite employment, that of writing to 
you. Mr. Hamilton's ſituation and con- 
nections have occaſioned a large and 

promiſcuous 


CAROLINE. 45 
promiſcuous acquaintance; but they ap- 
pear ſuch inſatiable votaries of faſhion and 
pleaſure, that I deſpair of finding in their 
ſociety either inſtruction or amuſement. 
In Mr. Belville's family I have, however, 
found an exception; they live in the 
world, without being ſlaves to its plea- 
ſures, and ſuffer reaſon to be the guide 
of their actions, in defiance of faſhion 
and cuſtom. I may deſcribe Mrs. Bel- 
ville's character in the words of Rowe: 


« Without one jarring atom was ſhe form'd.“ 


Her ſteady obſervance of every duty, and 
ſtrict attention to every domeſtic care, 
would render her an example in this age 
of diſſipation ; but, modeſtly retiring from 
applauſe, ſhe is, perhaps, the only perſon 
unconſcious of her merit. 


Miſs Belville, who, to perſonal attrac 
tions adds a cultivated mind, is formed 
to ſhine in the politeſt circles, or adorn 
the 
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the more humble ſcenes of private life. 
She is gay, with perfect innocence; and 
cheerful, without the ſmalleſt tint of levity. 
The ſociety of this happy family, is a com- 
penſation for the comforts we have loſt. 


My diſſipated acquaintance project a 
thouſand plans for my amuſement; I am 
aſſured, that in order to make a figure in 
polite life, I muſt deeply embark in all 
thoſe ſcenes of pleaſure. Mr. Hamilton 
eagerly ſeizes every new propoſal; and, 
though he declares a life of diſſipation is 
not his choice, is inſenſibly become recon- 
ciled to it; and, as he will not accept of 
any engagement unleſs I accompany him, 
1 check my wiſhes for retirement, that I 
may not deprive him of any gratification. 
On our firſt arrival, he reſolved to form 
his own plans; our hours were never to 
be intruded on; our amuſements were to 
be few, and thoſe only which were 
rational; but a very little experience con- 
vinced him of the futility of the project. 

He 
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He was, therefore, compelled to relin- 
quiſh comfort for faſhion; and live like 
the world by whom we are ſurrounded, 


December 2. 
I have this moment received your wel- 
come packet, informing me of your 
health; though it contains unfavourable 
accounts of your ſiſter. How anxiouſly, 
my Louiſa, do I wiſh you releaſed from a 
country and connections you ſo much 
diſapprove; but when I conſider, that 
the circumſtances ſtill exiſt which occa- 
ſioned your abſence, I feel hopeleſs of the 
event, which is alone wanting, to com- 
plete the happineſs of your 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


IN 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


Grofvenor-ſquare, Jau. 10. 


DuniNd the laſt five weeks, my 
Louiſa, I have experienced the painful 
emotions, occaſioned by a ſeparation from 
Mr. Hamilton, who has ſpent that time at 
Bath. The excurſion was mentioned to 
him by a party of his gay acquaintance; 
and, more from a want of ſtability and 
reſolution to refuſe, than inclination to 
comply, he acquieſced with the propoſal. 
His preparations were all made with his 
uſual lively impatience; and he conſidered 
every moment an age, till the day arrived 
fixed on for the excurſion. But when 
his chaiſe drove to the door, that was to 
convey him from his Caroline, far dit- 
ferent ſenſations took place; and, with 
emotion, he declared, * That, but for the 
fear of ridicule from his gay acquaint- 
ance, no inducement ſhould have tempted 
him to part from me.“ If, in his whole 
character, 
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character, there is a dark ſhade, it is occa- 
fioned by a want of reſolution. This, at 
Elm-Grove, was not perceptible; but in 
this place, where pleaſures inceſſantly 
croud on the imagination, he is per- 
petually involved in a multiplicity of 
engagements, merely (as he declares) from 
a want of reſolution to refuſe the parties 
propoſed. 


I frequently hear from him; but he 
conſtantly informs me, that he lives in a 
continual round of diſſipation, and ſpeaks 
in rapturous terms of the place and com- 
pany. In his laſt letter he added, 

« [ am really anxious to ſee you and 
my dear Harriot; but, though I have a 
thouſand times determined, yet I cannot 
reſolve to tear myſelf from this faſcina- 
ting ſpot.” He has, however, promiſed 
to return by the 18th of this month, as 
on that day he will accompany me to 
the drawing room. I ſhall rejoice to ſee 
him, for having ſeverely felt the loſs o 

Vor. I. D his 
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his loved ſociety, his company will be 
deater to me than ever; I have availed 
thyſelf of this opportunity, to take leffons 
in both muſic and drawing. Mr. Ha- 
milton engaged maſters of eminence on 
my arrival; though hitherto I have been 
prevented beſtowing on their inſtructions 
the time I could have wiſhed. 


January 20. 

Mr. Hamilton is returned; but I have 
the concern to inform you, that a vifible 
change has taken place iti his perſon and 
manners; the bloom of health is ſacrificed 
to the languor of ſickneſs; and his former 
amuſements exchanged for intemperate 
diſſipation. He no longer invites me to 
be of his parties: indeed, his engagements 
are of a nature wholly to exclude me, 
for they generally detain him great part, 
ſometimes the whole night. He makes 
no effort to conceal, that it is cards or 
dice to which his time is ſo continually 
devoted; and rapturouſly ſpeaks of thoſe 
deſtructive 
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deſtructive amuſements. He this day ob- 


ſerved, (unconſcious that the remark muſt 
give me pain) © That his preſent purſuits 
afforded him more exquiſite delight, 
than he had ever experienced.” I could 
not avoid enquiring, if he had quite for- 
gotten Elm-Grove, and all thoſe ſcenes 
of rational enjoyment? He careleſsly an- 
ſwered, 

“What we then ſtiled pleaſure, appears 
ſo taſteleſs, ſo inſipid, compared with the 
ſpirit of my preſent purſuits, that I am 


only ſurpriſed how, for fo long a time, it 


could engage my attention.” He then 
added, | 

« Would you, Caroline, but make trial 
of thoſe amuſements, you would ſoon be- 
come a convert to my opinion. 


February 1. 

I have every hour additional reaſon for 

alarm at Mr. Hamilton's new mode of life; 

it not only deprives me of his valued ſo- 
ciety, but has already materially injured his 

health; for, having been ever accuſtomed 
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to regularity and early hours, he is viſibly 

altered by the change he now experiences. 
He has likewiſe enlarged the circle of his 
acquaintance, by his late excurſion; but 
they are too much devoted to the ſame 


deſtructive purſuits, to afford me any gra- 


tification from their ſociety. To one lady, 
he expreſſed an earneſt wiſh to introduce 
me, informing me, that ſhe was the widow 
of the Count de Belmont, a nobleman of 
the firſt diſtinction, in France, who, from 
the unhappy ſtate of his country, had re- 
Iinquiſhed his poſſeſſions, and endeavour- 
ed to quir the kingdom; but that being 
diſcovered, he was inſtantly ſeized, and, 


a month fince, ſuffered on the ſcaffold; 


that his widow, through incredible dan- 
gers, had arrived in England, where, 
without friends or fortune, and wholly un- 
acquainted with the language, ſhe de- 
pended on the precarious bounty of ſtran- 
gers for aſſiſtance and ſupport. 


I inſtantly prepared to comply with 


Mr. Hamilton's requeſt; indeed, my com- 
1 paſſion 
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paſſion was feelingly awakened, and I 
conceived it neceſſary, by every attention, 
to endeavour to mitigate ſuch compli- 
cated diſtreſs. I, therefore, accompanied 
him to the Counteſs's lodgings, which, 
from her fituation, I expected to find re- 
tired and obſcure; but, great was my ſur- 
priſe, when I found ſhe had handſome 
apartments at a faſhionable hotel; and, 
inſtead of ſeeing a dejected female, ſink- 
ing beneath the weight of affliction and 
diſtreſs, I met a lady, whoſe ſprightly 
eyes, vivacious manners, and gaiety of 
dreſs, proved ſhe felt no ſorrows that 
called for conſolation. Her converſation 
diſcovered the moſt unbounded levity; 
eagerly ſhe enquired after every public 
diverſion, declaring her intention of be- 
ing a conſtant attendant on them all; and 
expreſſing every anxious wiſh, that ſhe 
might ſoon have a ſucceſſion of amuſe- 
ments, to prevent her feeling the lan- 
guor of one ſolitary hour. This may be 
wholly the effect of conſtitution ; but 
to me, it diſcovered a mind ſo deyoid 
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of ſenſibility and ſoftneſs, (the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed charms our ſex can boaſt) that 
her ſociety can never contribute to my 
happineſs. Mr. Hamilton was delighted 
with her vivacity; and her features, which 
are very handſome, had their ſhare of his 
admiration. I invited her to meet a party 
at my houſe, which, with viſible pleaſure, 
the accepted. | 


I have an opportunity of ſending this 
packet, and have only time, therefore, to 
aſſure my Louiſa, that I am her affection- 
ate friend, 


Caroline HAMILTON. 
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In CONTINUATION. 
London, March 5. 


I HAVE delayed writing to you, my 
dear friend, in the hope that I might have 
happier tidings to communicate; but, 
with extreme concern, I am compelled 
to own, that Mr. Hamilton is now wholly 
devoted to his favourite purſuits. He is 
a ſtranger to his family; and, except the 
few hours when his exhauſted ſpirits re- 
quire the refreſhment of reſt, is conſtant- 
ly abſent from his houſe. His health ra- 
. pidly declines, and I perceive his temper 
is materially injured. I have exerted every 
effort to reclaim him; and, with all the 
perſuaſions which tenderneſs can dictate, 
have pointed out the danger of his ſitua- 
tian; but I find his temper too irritable 

to liſten to advice; ſternly he anſwered, . 
will not, Madam, permit your in- 
terference reſpecting my amuſements: 
you are at liberty to follow your inclina- 
4 tions, 
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tions, and I inſiſt on a ſimilar indut- 
gence.” 


Is this,—can it be,—my amiable Ha- 
milton, of whom I write? He, who knew 
not what happineſs meant, unleſs I was a 
partaker. Now, neglected and forſaken, 
he leaves me a prey to the moſt cruel 
anxiety; nor feels one uneaſy ſenſation 
at the miſery he inflicts. I, however, 
with indefatigable attention, ſtrive to 
make his home agreeable; and have, there- 
fore, frequent parties of thoſe acquaint- 
ance he moſt approved. Among the num- 
ber, I lately mentioned to him the Count- 
eſs de Belmont; but, with viſible agita- 
tion, he ſaid, © I beg ſhe may never more 
be invited in your parties; you mulſt 
wholly decline her acquaintance.” 


I do not enquire the motive for this 
prohibition ; it is too correſpondent with 
my inclination to feel reluQtance, at 
the compliance, for her levity, which 
too frequently © o'erſteps the bounds of 

| modeſty,” 
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modeſty,” renders her an alarming, ra- 
ther than a pleaſing companion. 


She has lately taken a large houſe, in 
the moſt faſhionable part of the town; 
has a numerous train of ſervants ; a ſplen- 
did equipage ; and lives in the firſt ſtyle 
of faſhion and elegance. An unexpected 
remittance from France, has occaſioned 
this change in her ſituation. 


March 22. 

Again, my Louiſa, I reſume my pen, 
though it is only to continue a detail of 
my unhappineſs. Mr. Hamilton's com- 
plaints are of a moſt alarming nature; J 
have exerted my ſmall remaining influ- 
ence, to prevail on him to conſult a phy- 
fician; but, regardleſs of his danger, he 
careleſsly ridiculed my fears, declaring 
he would not ſubmit to any advice, which 
ſhould interfere with his amuſements. Pre. 
ſcriptions, therefore, muſt be unavailing 


while his mode of life is ſo deſtructive. 


D 5 When 


—ͤ— — 
— — — 
— 


— - - 
. ” = 


-—— 


Ce SS IEC Ie 4 OM A << A — — 
_ —_ — - — SD 


— 


— . _QEIERXES Y 


— - 


— 
_ — — — 


jo — ̃ EB 


— 
— — 


——— 


C 4 ; __ . 2 nn 
me © - A —— b. bobs A WV) 
= — 
- S === == — "x. 17 
—ͤ—fäöEä— » <——_— — — _ — . — — 


— — 


— — 
. 2 
r 
— — 


- — 22 
At rr” noe mr ey ge — nn > an ws 
— ——— — — — — — — -of 
— 2 — . — e — —t — 2 err 


_—  ——— 


. - mh rms - y 
 - — 7 ——— 
— A coi eee — pom - ds — 


— ine 


—— 


— — 


58 c AROLINE. 


When I contemplate the change a few 
ſhort months have completed, my aſto- 
niſhment is great as my concern. His 
feeling heart, which ever ſympathized 
with the afflicted, and liberally aſſiſted 
the diſtreſſed, is now callous to their 
misfortunes, —unmoved by their requeſts; 
every noble quality of the heart is loſt in 


his preſent vitiated amuſements. Oh! 


gaming! deſtructive, horrid vice! how 
many, like me, may mourn thy fatal al- 


lurements, though few have ſeen the de- 


baſement of ſo exemplary a character 


A train of melancholy ideas croud to 
the imagination, and prevent my pur- 


ſuing the painful ſubject; but you can 


better conceive, than I deſcribe, the feel- 
ings of your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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In CONTINUATION. 


London, April 15. 


SEVERAL weeks have elapſed ſince I laſt 
wrote to you. A painful melancholy in- 
terval, for each revolving day, has brought 
with it an increaſe of unhappineſs. Mr. 
Hamilton, wholly. regardleſs of his fitu- 
ation, or my requeſt, has with ſuch avidity 
purſued his favourite pleaſures, that even 
his ſpirits are unequal | to the arduous 
taſk, He is now compelled to conſult a 
phyſician, and to ſubmit (though moſt 
reluctantly) to his reſtrictions and advice. 
His diforder, which originated from a 
negleCted cold, is now attended with the 
moſt dangerous ſymptoms. The only 
hope ariſes from his youth, and natu- 
rally excellent conſtitution; but he is or- 
dered immediately to the Wells, I fear, 
as a Jaſt reſource. He heard this ſen- 
tence with perfect indifference, declaring, 


that the vicinity of that place to Bath, 
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was the only motive that ſhould prevail 
on him to be ſent there; and his journey 
muſt for ſome time be delayed, as he had 
a number of engagements which he muſt 
firſt attend to. Thus inconſiderately does 
he talk upon this material, —this impor- 
tant ſubject. 


April 20. 

I am preparing for the Wells, with the 
utmoſt expedition, for Mr. Hamilton is 
now as anxious for our removal, as he 
has been hitherto reluctant. He did not 
refuſe my requeſt to. attend him; but he 
ſaid, 3 
« My compliance is on one condition: 
you muſt not expect to accompany me to 


Bath; I ſhall frequently viſit that place, 


for I have already numerous engage- 
ments; but I will neither admit of an in- 
truſion, nor even enquiry, relative to my 
abſence.” 


I entertain ſanguine hopes from this 


excurſion; the mild air of the Wells, to- 
gether 
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gether with the waters, ſo ſalutary in all 
pulmonary complaints, revive me with 
hopes that his health may be reſtored; 
and, as the deſtructive chain, to which 
for ſome months he has been ſo blindly 
linked, will then be broken, I pleaſe my- 
ſelf, with the idea of ſeeing him again 
the amiable, deſerving character, in whom 
I fo fondly delighted. 


Adieu, my Louiſa, on my arrival at 
the Wells, I ſhall continue my journal. 
Believe me ever yours, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Hot Wells, April 29. 


I HAVE been for more than a week at 
this place, and almoſt the whole time 
confined to Mr. Hamilton's apartment. 
His ſtrength was unequal to the fatigue 
of the journey, (though we travelled 
ſcarcely more than twenty miles each 
day) and exhauſted, languid, and ſpirit- 
leſs, he was compelled to ſubmit to the 
confinement he has hitherto ſo reſolutely 
refuſed. I, of courſe, have been his only 
companion; and with pleaſure I obſerve, 
that his heart, ſoftened by his ſituation, 
is again capable of tenderneſs. He ad- 
dreſſes me with affection. His child, too, 
now engages his attention, and poſſeſſes 
his regard. This day, he made the firſt 
trial of the waters; I accompanied him 
to the pump-room; and there was wit- 
neſs to a ſcene, my dejected ſpitits could 
ſcarcely ſupport. A numerous company 
were aſſembled, who all appeared ſinking 

under 
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under various complaints: I ſaw with 
concern—the young,—the gay,—the beau- 
tiful, rapidly advancing to decay; whilſt, 
cheated by hope, they were wholly unac- 
quainted with the danger, and formed 
pleaſurable parties for a diſtant day; 
when, to all human conception, the next 
returning ſun may conſign the ſhadowy 
forms to the oblivion of the grave. 


May 12. 

You, I know, will rejoice at the occa- 
ſion of my ſilence, when I inform you, 
it proceeds from my continual engage- 
ments with Mr. Hamilton. We have 
few acquaintance; and therefore paſs our 
time in more rational enjoyments, than I 
have experienced ſince I quitted Elm- 
Grove. We ſpend a part of every day, 
in little excurſions, round the adjacent 
country; which is more pictureſque and 
beautiful, than imagination can form. 
The view from St. Vincent's rock, is aw- 
fully grand and romantic; and the plea- 
ſant village of Clifton, ſituated on the 
Down, 
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Down, has its ſhare of our admiration, 
The delightful proſpects which this en- 
chanting ſpot commands, and its ſalubri- 
ous air, render it a moſt deſirable reſi- 
dence. Mr. Hamilton is pleaſed with 
thoſe ſcenes; and, what affords me higher 
gratification, is happy in my ſociety. His 
health, too, I rejoice to. ſay, is much 
amended. Hope, therefore, has ſucceeded 
to deſpondence; and again enabled me to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, my Louiſa's happy 
friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


In 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


Hot Wells, May 20. 


Ms. Hamilton's indiſpoſition will no 
longer ſerve as an excuſe for our ſeclu- 
ſion from the ſociety this place affords. 
He has been frequently requeſted, though 
hitherto has declined, all amufements; 
but he has been ſo much importuned, 
to attend the maſter of the ceremonies” 
ball, that his refuſal was not poſſible: 
he would not, however conſent, till I 
had promiſed to accompany him. His 
recovery had given me ſpirits to com- 
ply with pleaſure; and, as it was ever 
his wiſh to ſee me dreſſed with elegance, 
ſo I determined on this occaſion to make 
an appearance, ſuited to his fortune and 
ſituation, and, at his requeſt, likewiſe 
had a more than uſual diſplay of jewels. 
He was not inattentive to my endeavours 
to_pleaſe him; for he beſtowed on me 


the higheſt reward, his perfect approba- 
tion. 
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tion. I found the company numerous 
and brilliant; and, as the lady whom [ 
accompanied was of the firſt diſtinction, 
I was by her introduced to a large circle; 
but, while engaged in converſation with 
her, I was ſtartled, by hearing a voice em- 
phatically ſay, 

es it poſſible -Miſs Stanley ?—” 


I turned at the _ ſound, and found, 
ſtanding near, the Earl of Narſby, ſur- 
veying me, with looks of aſtoniſhment 
and ſurpriſe. Before I proceed further, 
I will give you a deſcription of him; for 
though he for ſome time reſided at his ſeat, 
near D-—, you were abſent from it; 
and his character is ſo complex, that it is 
deſerving your knowledge. Often, at an 
humble diſtance, we have admired How- 
ard Park; but its illuſtrious poſſeſſor is 
too deeply intrenched by pride, to per- 
mit any intercourſe with the neighbour- 
ing families. Mr. Hamilton, whoſe na- 
tural affability occaſions him to view this 
glaring fault with deteſtation, made this 

remark, 
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remark, „ That ſtately edifice, like its 
owner, placed on an elevated ſituation, 
muſt be contemplated only at a diſtance; 
and its doors, like his proud heart, are 
cloſed againſt every ſocial virtue.” 


When I draw his character, however, 
you will expett that I deſcribe his per- 
ſon; I will, therefore, begin with his por- 
trait. He is tall, with the moſt command- 
ing dignity of appearance; his features 
are very handſome; his eyes black and 

. penetrating ; but have a ſeverity, which 
intimidate, and (as he doubtleſs intends) 
check every advance to familiarity; his 
countenance is clouded by an impenetra- 
ble gloom, as if a ſmile would be deroga- 
tory to his conſequence. His fortune is 
very large; his title ancient; he is proud 
to trace his anceſtors from the conqueſt; 
and to this pride of birth may be attri- 
buted his remaining to the age of thirty- 
five unmarried; for he cannot ſelect a fa- 
mily ſufficiently illuſtrious, to claim an 
alliance with him. Dr. Gordon, who 

| has 
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has attentively ſtudied him, and who 


| Poſſeſſes a ſpirit, too independent to flat- 


ter the foibles even of a prince, has, in 
theſe words, delineated his character. 


« The qualities of his mind would 
have done honour to human nature, if 
his rank had not eclipſed their luſtre; but, 
preſuming on his dignity, to ſecure the 
reſpe& of mankind, he has made no ef- 
forts to conciliate their eſteem. He in- 
herits from nature a heart, generous, cha- 
ritable, and humane. I frequently apply 
to him for the diſtreſſed or unfortunate; 
he has a ſigh for their afflictions, and his 
purſe is ever open for their relief; but, 
anxious to conceal this weakneſs, he 
adopts the moſt inflexible ſeverity; and 
his ſternneſs is ſo much dreaded, that 
the poor never approach his doors. The 
antiquity of his family is his proudeſt 
boaſt; but he will rather ſuffer its total 
extinction, than, by marriage, annex to it 
a family leſs ancient than his own; and, 
as pride has ſteeled his heart againſt the 

intruſion 
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intruſion of love, a ſingle life will doubt- 
leſs be his lot. To his domeſtics and de- 
pendents he is imperious and ſevere; and, 
as in his diſpoſition he is impetuous, ſo 
his commands muſt be inſtantly obeyed; 
but, in the hour of diſtreſs or ſickneſs, he 
is the kind and affectionate maſter; he is, 
therefore, as much beloved as feared; and 
ever attended with alacrity and pleaſure. . 
To thoſe who are ſo fortunate as to oblige 
him, his liberality and generoſity are 
boundleſs. He is equally inexorable to 
the object of his reſentment; and his impe- 
rious mandate once iſſued, no conceſſion, 
however humiliating, can obtain his par- 
don. He is an avowed reprover of vice; 
and, in his own perſon, as well as family, 
ſtrictly attentive to every moral virtue; 
but, regardleſs of the world, becauſe ſu- 
perior to it, he conceals every noble paſ- 
ſion, under the ſhade of auſtere ſeverity; 
and ſuffers pride alone to be conſpicuous, 
which is the predominant feature in his 
character.“ | 


I an- 


70 CAROLINE, 


I anticipate your ſurpriſe, at finding 
me noticed by a perſon of ſo much dig- 
nity and felf-importance; but I have fre- 
quently met him at the rectory, (the only 
place where he condeſcended to viſit) 
and have been there honoured with his 
particular attention. He had quitted 
England, a few months prior to my mar- 
Triage, on an embaſſy, to which he was 
appointed, conſequently was unacquaint- 
ed with that event; and, to his aſtoniſh- 
ment at ſeeing his once humble acquaint- 
ance placed in ſo conſpicuous, ſo ele- 
vated a fituation, doubtleſs proceeded his 
exclamation. 


He immediately addreſſed me, though 


with viſible embarraſſment, appearing 


anxious to know, though too polite to en- 


quire, to what cauſe this change might 


be attributed. Mr. Hamilton, however, 
ſoon joining us, occaſioned an eclairciſſe- 
ment, on which he offered his congratula- 
tions. He paid a viſit to us on the following 
day, and we have ſince met him in ſeveral 

parties; 
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parties; but a more intimate knowledge 
cannot eradicate the firſt impreſſion, nor 
change my opinion, that he appears to 
confer an honour on thoſe he condeſcends 
to addreſs. A few days ſince, he accom- 
panied his nephew, who is his heir, to 
this place. The young gentleman is pro- 
nounced to be in the laſt ſtage of a de- 
cline; and, on this precarious life, reſts 
all the proud boaſt of anceſtry; for, with 
the preſent poſſeſſor, the title would be 
extinct, and the fortune divided among 
diſtant branches of his family, with whom 
(probably from pride) he has been hitherto 
a ſtranger. 


This illuſtrious perſonage has occaſi- 
oned my letter to be of an enormous ſize. 
I will not increaſe its magnitude, by ad- 
ding more, than to aſſure you, that I am 
ever your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Hot Wells, May 29, 


WITH a heart relieved from almoſt 
every care, I again addreſs my Louiſa, 
I ſay almoſt, for though Mr. Hamilton's 
reſtoration to health and cheerfulneſs, be- 
ſtow on me the ſincereſt pleaſure, yet 1 
am not wholly free from alarm, reſpeCt- 
ing his Bath correſpondence ; he fre- 
quently receives letters from that place, 
and is always viſibly moved and diſcon- 
certed at the contents. I dread the power 
his faſcinating friends may have over him. 
The phyſicians have aſſured me, that a 
regular ſyſtem of life, is all that is now 
required, to perfect his recovery. I am, 
therefore, anxious to return to Elm- 
Grove, where, in that delightful retire- 
ment, I may hope for a renewal of thoſe 
rational enjoyments, the value of which 
are enhanced by long deprivation. 


EP 


Since 
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Since writing the above, a ſervant, in a 
moſt ſplendid livery, brought a letter, 
who ſaid he had poſitive orders to deliver 
it to Mr. Hamilton, and on no account to 
return without an anſwer. He received 
it with emotion, and immediately wrote a 
few lines, appearing. anxious to diſmiſs 
the bearer. After remaining for ſome 
time ſilent, and viſibly agitated, he ſaid, 

« I am compelled, my Caroline, to 
leave you; an engagement, which it is not 
in my power to decline, obliges me this 
afternoon to viſit Bath. It is with extreme 
reluctance I comply; and could I hope 
but, no—it cannot be 
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He precipitately quitted the room, or- 
dering his chaiſe to be inſtantly got ready, 
and having taken an affectionate leave of 
me, threw himſelf into it, with every ap- 
pearance of regret and concern. 


For ſeveral reaſons I dread this excur- 
ſion, his health is ſtill too delicate to be ex- 
poſed to all the faſcinating attractions of 

Vol. I, E that 
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that place, nor am I free from apprehen- 
fion, that his unhappy predilection for 
gaming, may revive—but I will check 
thoſe fears; the reluctance with which he 
quitted me, proves that inclination had 
no part in his compliance. He has, like- 
wiſe, promiſed me to return in three 
days; as, at the expiration of that time, 
we have an engagement to viſit a gen- 
tleman, who reſides in Wales. 


May t. 

As you have ever deſired me to de- 
ſcribe the characters and perſons with 
whom I form an acquaintance; I am now 
anxious to introduce to your knowledge, 
a lady, whoſe fingular attractions, and un- 
aſſuming merit, has made me ſolicitous to 
obtain her regard. She is a Quaker, and 
accompanies a Mrs. Sanders, who is an 
invalid to this place: trifling acts of 
civility that I have been enabled to ſhew 
her, has gained the heart of the gentle 
Agatha, which overflows with gratitude 


at every attention paid her languid friend. 
As 
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As beauty ever claims an intereſt in the 
heart, I muſt firſt deſcribe the perſon of 
my heroine. 


Her form is perfect ſymmetry, her fea- 
tures regularly handſome, with the moſt 
animating expreſſion of countenance; nor 
can the primitive dreſs in which ſhe al- 
ways appears, conceal thoſe attractive 
charms. She poſſeſſes the moſt poliſhed 
elegance of manners, and a peculiar grace 
diſtinguiſhes every action. Her under- 
ſtanding has received every improvement 
that the moſt enlarged ſyſtem of educa- 
tion can beſtow, and ſhe is miſtreſs of 
every polite accompliſhment ; but acci- 
dent alone leads to this diſcovery, for her 
mind 1s engaged by nobler purſuits, to 
render thoſe acquirements deſerving of 
her attention. She is the univerſal friend 
of the poor and afflicted, ever ſearching 
for the dwellings of wretchedneſs, and 
liberally contributing to their relief and 
comfort, for her philanthropy extends to 
all, without diſtinction of ſect or principle. 

E 2 Free 
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Free from the follies or weakneſs of our 
ſex, the yet can view its votaries with an 
indulgent eye, nor on any occaſion does a 
ſevere or acrimonious expreſſion eſcape 
her lips. Religion in her appears cloath- 
ed in all its charms; for, to unaffected 
Piety, ſhe joins the moſt engaging cheer- 
fulneſs. Theſe amiable friends are now 
my only companions, (for, in Mr. Hamil- 
ton's abſence, I exclude the gay world;) 
and as they have apartments in the ſame 
houſe with me, it admits a more familiar 
intercourſe, than on ſo ſhort an acquaint- 
ance, I could otherwiſe obtain. 


June 5, 

To-morrow we ſhall viſit South Cliff, 
the ſeat of Mr. Montgomery, with whom 
Mr. Hamilton formed an. acquaintance 
during his reſidence in the Weſt of 
England. He had for ſome time remain- 
ed in that ſolitary ſpot, where he might, 
without reſtraint, indulge in all the bitter- 
neſs of ſorrow, his misfortunes ariſe from a 
cauſe, of all others, the moſt hopeleſs and 
afflict- 
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afflicting. A young, amiable, and beloved 
wife, is pronounced in an incurable ſtate 
of inſanity; all medical aid has been ex- 
erted, and for two years he wholly reſign- 
ed her to the care of thoſe well ſkilled in 
the diſorder. But aſſured ſhe is in that 
ſettled ſtate, which precludes every hope 
of recovery, he reſolved to gratify himſelf 


by having her future reſidence in his 


houſe, that he may ſometimes indulge the 
melancholy conſolation, of viewing her 
during her hours of repoſe, for it is a 
painful aggravation to his ſorrows, to find 
that he is the object of her deteſtation, 
and that ſhe is only violent and ungovern- 


able in his ſight. He, therefore, prepared 


apartments at South Cliff, for her recep- 


tion, and laſt winter ſpent a few days with 


us in Groſvenor-ſquare, when he ſettled 
every plan for her removal, and attended 
her on the journey, carefully, however, 
concealing himſelf from her fight. 


Mr. Montgomery is ſo very amiable, 
that it is impoſſible to avoid being inter- 
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eſted for his affliction. His features prove 
that he has been handſome, but he has 
ſuffered ſeverely from that deſtructive 
diſorder, the ſmall pox, and his com- 
plexion is likewiſe injured, by his reſi- 
dence in a warmer climate; ſtill his per- 
ſon is pleaſing, and the expreſſion of his 
countenance, which denotes the gloom 
and deſpondence of his mind, claim for 
ſo young a man, (for he is not ſix- and- 
twenty) pity and compaſſion, 


I ſhall take an early opportunity of 
writing to you again ; I propoſe great plea- 
fure from this excurſion, among thoſe ro- 
mantic ſcenes to which I am wholly a 
ſtranger, and ſhall not fail to communi- 
cate whatever may be worthy your no- 
tice; for to comply with every requeſt of 
my Louiſa, is the wiſh of her affectionate 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
South Cliff, June 8, 


Wa croſſed the Severn without any 
accident, and found Mr. Montgomery, 
with his carriage ready to receive us. 
The diſtance to his houſe was conſider- 
able, and the road over a mountainous 
track of country, which to me appeared 
terrific; but the gratification which I 
experienced upon my arrival at this 
beautiful ſpot, fully compenſated for 
every former terror. 


The houſe is large, and commodious, 
it is built in a peculiar ſtyle of elegance, 
and evidently diſplays the exquiſite taſte 
of the poſſeflor. It is fituated on an high 
rock, over the fea, and this ſpot may be 
conſidered, a ſtriking proof, how far the 
hand of induſtry, and efforts of art, can 
{ubdue the fterility of nature. The ſur- 
face, which hitherto appeared devoid of 
cultivation, is now clothed with the fineſt 

E 4 verdure. 
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yerdure. A grove of waving poplars, in- 
terſperſed with beautiful aromatic ſhrubs, 
here flouriſh with exuberance, and even 
the choiceſt exotics bloom, with all the 
fragrance of their native clime. On the 
lawn, temples and ſeats are placed, in 
various directions, partly concealed by 
the profuſion of honey-ſuckle, eglantine, 
and jeſſamine, which entwine around 
them; and as the ground in front is gra- 
dually levelled, it occaſions a pleaſing de- 
ception to the eye, that the proud waves 
will overflow its banks. 


On the ſummit, hewn in the rock, is an 
hermitage, Its entrance is concealed by 
trees, and it is conſiſtently decorated with 
moſs and ſhells, while its retired and ro- 
mantic ſituation, render it a deſirable re- 
treat for ſtudy and contemplation. A 
well-choſen collection of books, and 
Whatever elſe can tend to amuſe or in- 
ſtruct the enlightened mind, are contain- 
ed in this cell, and, from hence, the 


grandeſt and moſt pleaſing proſpe& is 


dif 
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diſplayed; on the one fide, a chain of 
mountains, whoſe lofty ſummit appears to 
touch the clouds, on the other, a pleaſant 
valley is diſcerned, where 


«« The low built cot and humble ſhed,” 


proclaim the dwelling of the ruſtic 
labourer: and in the front is an exten- 
five view of the ſea, the expanſe of which 
is often varied, by the numerous veſſels 
which paſs on its ſurface. Around the 
lawn, is a winding walk, planted thick 
on each ſide with trees, and here the moſt 
ſtudious and attentive care is exerted to 
render it delightful: every blooming 
flower, and odoriferous ſhrub, is collected 
and the combined efforts of art and 
nature, contribute to its beauty. This 
walk is appropriated tb Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, who here derives the advan- 
tage of air and exerciſe, while wholly 
excluded from obſervation. I have at a 
diſtance ſeen this fair unfortunate, at- 
tended by her nurſes ; ſhe is tall, and ap- 
pears elegantly formed: her dreſs, (which, 
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in a fanciful moment, ſhe adopted) is 


white, long, and flowing. A black veil 
is negligently thrown over her, which 
falls to her feet; and ſhades, without 
wholly concealing, a fine ſet of features, 
oyerclouded by dejection and melancholy; 
her eyes are fixed on the ground, regard- 
leſs of the fcenes around her, even her 


. flow and ſolemn ſteps mark the deſpond- 


ence of the mind. She is now profoundly 
filent, and is inattentive and unmoved at 
every occurrence. Mr. Montgomery, 
with viſible emotion, gave me this ac- 
count, and deeply fighing, he added, 

I have long ceafed to difturb her, by 


intruding my viſits on her; well con- 


vinced, her hatred and averſion are but 
too juſtly founded.“ 


TI looked ſurpriſed, and he thus con- 
tinued, 

« Her unhappy malady ariſes from the 
indulgence of my impetuous paſſions, the 


fatal conſequence of which had nearly 


expoſed me to a diſgraceful and igno- 
minious 
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minious death, and has reduced the be- 
loved object of my fond affections, to a 


wretched ſtate of inſanity; but, to you, 
my friends, I will relate the unfortunate 


tranſaction, though you muſt condemn, 
you ſtill will pity the author of ſuch com- 


plicated diſtreſs,” 


His hiſtory ſhall be the ſubje& of the 
next letter, from my Louiſa's ever 
affectionate 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
South Clif, June 10, 


Mr. Montgomery thus began, 


« ] AM the ſecond fon of Sir Thomas 
Llewellin, my name I changed about two 
years ſince, at the requeſt of my maternal 
uncle, who left me this eſtate. My father, 
who is of an ancient family in this prin- 
cipality, inherits all the pride of birth, for 

which we are ſo peculiarly characterized, 


I was intended for the church, and 
had nearly completed my ſtudies at Ox- 
ford, when I accompanied a friend to 
ſpend a few weeks in London. It was 
my firſt viſit to the metropolis; we, there- 


Fore, frequented every ſcene of faſhion- 


able amuſement, and as it was the ſeaſon 
for Vauxhall, were conſtant attendants at 
that place. | 


One evening, a party of young men, 
much diſordered by er, occaſioned 
| great 
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great diſturbance in the gardens; we re- 
mained unconcerned ſpectators of the 
ſcene, till a beautiful young woman 
ruſhed from the croud, and with an air of 
innocence, though agitated by terror, re- 
queſted our protection. She immediately 
informed us, that by the diſturbance of 
thoſe gentlemen, ſne had been ſeparated 
from her party, and that it was with dif- 
ficulty ſhe had eſcaped from their inſults; 
you may fuppoſe, we readily granted the 
protection ſhe claimed, but having un- 
ſucceſsfully ſearched the gardens for her 
friends, ſhe expreſſed the utmoſt alarm 
and apprehenſion, declaring, with viſible 
agitation, that ſhe knew not how ſhe 
. could return to town. Woe had a coach 
in waiting, and earneſtly requeſted we 
might conduct her. She heſitated a mo- 
ment; then addreſſing us, with all the 
dignity of conſcious virtue, ſaid, 

& You have proved yourſelves men of 
honour, by the protection you have already 
afforded me, you will not ſurely diſgrace 

. your 
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. 


moſt licentious; reſpectfully, therefore, 


day I viſited her, and then found ſhe was 


ſtance precluded every idea of a ſerious 
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hopes of indulging with impunity, a leſs 


ideas, and more firmly linked the chains 


ſeſſed my heart, that I could not ſupport 


this circumſtance, who eaſily learnt the 
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your characters, by giving me cauſe to 
repent the confidence I repoſe m you.” 


Her manner would have checked the 
we attended her to her home. The next 
an aſliſtant to a milliner. This circum- 


attachment, (for at that time F poſſeſſed 
the pride of my family) while it gave me 


honourable connection; but the ſtrict pro- 
priety of her conduct, repreſſed thoſe 


her beauty had formed. I ſoon returned 
to Oxford, but her image ſo wholly po- 


a ſeparation from her, and, therefore, 
made frequent, though ſhort excurſions 
to London. 


My tutor ſoon informed my father of 


cauſe. 
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cauſe. I experienced from him the 
ſevereſt invectives, for what he termed, 
my diſgraceful attachment, and the bit- 
tereſt imprecations of his vengeance, if I 
did not renounce it. He likewiſe gave 
my tutor an abſolute authority over me, 
requeſting him to be a conſtant᷑ ſpy upon 
my actions, nor fuffer me to quit the uni- 
verſity. Stung by thoſe commands, which 
proved his total want of confidence in 
me, and rouſed to reſentment by my 
tutor's implicit compliance, I one night 
effected my eſcape, and haſtened to my 
dear Maria; where having exerted every 
effort love could ſuggeſt, added to every 
threat for my perſonal ſafety, in caſe of 
refufal, I gained her reluctant confent, 
and we were far on the road to Gretna- 
Green, before my father knew that I had 
left Oxford. I there made her my wife; 
but knowing he would exert his power 
to annul this marriage, I repaired with 
her to London, and had the ceremony 
performed in a more legal manner. 


I was 
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I was now the happieſt of men, but 
even my Maria's affection, could not re- 
concile her to a ſtep which ſhe confidered 
marked with impropriety. She poſſeſſed 
an underſtanding ſuperior to the gene- 
rality of her ſex, which was improved hy 
a genteel education. Of her family, I 
only knew that they had been unfortu- 
nate; and as the ſubject appeared to give 
her pain, I forbore to enquire, leſt ſhe 
might feel any degrading ſenſations, at 
the diſparity between us. 


Fondly doating on my Maria, I checked 
every reflection that could intrude on my 
comforts; but my happineſs was of ſhort 
duration. My father, though hopeleſs of 
overtaking us in time to prevent the mar- 
riage, had conſtantly purſued us, till his 
9 ſearch diſcovered the lodg- 
ing in which we reſided. He abruptly 

entered, and found me at breakfaſt, with 
my deareſt wife. Without deigning to 
notice her, he ordered me to follow him 
to another apartment, and there, with the 
moſt 
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moſt expreſſive ſternneſs of countenance, 
and ſeverity of manners, thus addreſſed 
me: | 

« will not now either upbraid or con- 
demn you for the diſgrace you have 
brought on your family; but merely in- 
form you of my reſolution, which is unal- 
terable. You - muſt immediately quit 
England; I will purchaſe for you a com- 
miſſion, in ſome regiment in a diſtant part of 
the world; but your pay ſhall be your whole 
ſupport, till you have learnt to feel and 
repent, having incurred my diſpleaſure. 
The young woman, for whom you have 
been guilty of a crime which muſt bring 
on you hourly diſgrace, ſhall, in conſe- 
quence of your compliance, receive from 
me a yearly ſtipend, ſufhcient to keep her 
above want; but, if you refuſe, I abandon 
you both to all the horrors of poverty, and 
the curſes of an offended parent (which 
not even with my expiring breath I will 
revoke) ſhall be heaped upon you.” 


He 
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He demanded an immediate anſwer; 
but I reſolutely replied, 

e] was no longer maſter of my actions; 
nor would I conſent to any plan that was 
not ſanctioned by my wife's approbation.“ 
In a rage, he ordered me to. inform her of 
his wrevocable determination. It was 
then ſhe diſplayed all the dignity of her 
mind; and, by the juſtice of her argu- 
ments, and perſuaſive eloquence, prevail 


ed on me implicitly to reſign to his will. 


ce do not ſhrink from poverty, (ſhe ob- 
ſerved) but the horror of drawing on you 
a father's dreadful malediction, would 
render every hour of my exiſtence inſup- 
portable. Let us, therefore, conſider this 
ſentence as a deſerved puniſhment, for 
the crime of diſobedience; and, by our 
compliance, ſtrive to deprecate the wrath 
of a juſtly offended parent.” 


My compulſatory conſent was ac- 
cepted; and my father ſo expeditiouſly 
effected 
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effected every plan, that, in a few days, 
was ordered to join my regiment. 


Words would but faintly deſcribe the 
anguiſh with which my heart was tor- 
tured, at the ſeparation from my adored 
Maria, which was increaſed almoſt to 
frenzy, when I found that my father 
would neither reveal my deſtination, nor 
her future reſidence, which deprived me 
of the confolation of correſponding with 
her. He even ſuffered me to embark in 
this ſtate of tormenting uncertainty; and 
we had proceeded far on our voyage, be- 
fore I knew that I was deſtined for the 
Welt Indies. 


Scarcely had I landed, than I was af- 
flicted with the fever, which has been ſo 
deſtructive to Europeans; and, ſhortly af- 
ter my recovery, I was ſeized with the 
ſmall pox, of the moſt dangerous kind, 
which again reduced me to the brink of 
the grave. My reſtoration was not for 
many days expected; a total change, how- 

ever, 
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ever, took place in my features, ſo that I 
have paſſed unnoticed by thoſe to whom 
I was familiarly known. 


My father (ſtruck, perhaps, with remorſe 
at my ſufferings) wrote that my income 
ſhould be the ſame as he had been accuſ- 
tomed to allow me; deſiring, that I would 
attend to whatever might be adviſed for 
the eſtabliſhment of my health. In the 
poſtcript of his letter he added, that 
he had placed the young woman in a 
reputable family, and ſhould allow her 
ſixty pounds a year. Several months of 
anxiety elapſed, during which, though I 
frequently heard from my father, I could 
not gain any information of my wife. A 
letter, however, at laſt arrived ;---but, 
merciful heaven !---what anguiſh the peru- 
ſal coſt me he expreſſed his ſatisfaction 
at being able to aſſure me, that I might 
now be releaſed by a divorce, from the 
diſgraceful union I had formed, as the 
young woman admitted a moſt familiar 
intimacy with an officer of the navy. To 

prove 
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prove his aſſertion, he named his inform- 
ers, who were the people with whom ſhe 
lodged ; and gave me their addreſs, that 
I might make every requiſite enquiry. 


Rage and revenge at once poſſeſſed 
me:] inſtantly procured leave of ab- 
ſence, and repaired. to England. Hurried 
on by the violence of my paſſions, I loſt 
not a moment after my arrival; but pre- 
cipitately haſtened to the houſe where my 
wife reſided. —The perſon who opened 
the door, equivocally anſwered my enqui- 
ries; this inflamed my paſſion to a ſtate 
of frenzy ;—I ruſhed paſt her—flew up 
ſtairs—and, violently throwing open the 
door of an apartment, ſaw my wife re- 
clining on a ſofa, and a gentleman fitting 
by her.—He ſtarted up, at my abrupt en- 
trance; but, poſſeſſed by every diſcordant 
demon, I fired a piſtol at him, which I 
held in my hand, and he fell to the 
ground. My wife, at the inſtant, ſhrieked 
aloud, My deareſt brother!” and faint- 
ed. The dreadful truth flaſhed like light- 

ning 
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ning on my imagination, which was con- 
firmed, by the reſemblance between them. 


The diſcharge of the piſtol ſoon col- 
lected the family; and, by proper applica- 
tions, my wife was reſtored; but, when ! 
would have claſped her to my fond heart, 
ſhe flew wildly from me, calling me «a 
murderer Ha baſe aſſaſſin!—“ nor could 
herdiſturbed ideas recollect, in my changed 
countenance, and alteration of dreſs, her 
wretched huſband. With frantic agony, 

| ſhe threw herſelf by the bleeding and 
lifeleſs form of her brother,—eagerly em- 
braced him,—nor would permit a ſepara- 
tion: but aggravated horrors followed 
this dreadful ſcene; I was ſeized by the 
officers of juſtice, and, (on the repreſenta- 
tion of the ſurgeons, who conſidered the 
wound mortal) in a ſtate of diſtraction, 
torn from my beloved Maria, and dragged 
to a priſon. 


I had there leiſure to reflect on all my 


miſery ; and often I was tempted, by my 
own 
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own hands, to end a life, which guilt, re- 
morſe, and uncertainty, rendered inſup- 
portable. Every enquiry for my wife 
was unavailing ; and, of her brother, I 
only learnt, that he ſtill exiſted, though 
each ſucceeding hour gave reaſon to ex- 


pect his death. 


A week had elapſed in this ſtate of 
torturing ſuſpenſe, when I wrote to my 
father, informing him of all the miſery he 
had heaped upon me; adding, that an ig- 
nominious death would ſoon releaſe him 
from the wretch he had perſecuted. A 
tew days after I had ſent this letter, I 
was viſited by the ſurgeon who attended 
Mr. Green (for that was the name of my 
Maria's brother.) He informed me, that 
his patient, though in extreme danger, 
was ſenſible; and defired to know the 
motives, which had occaſioned an a& of 
ſo much inhumanity on one, unconſcious 
of having given me cauſe for offence. 


Before 
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Before I anſwered his queſtions, I de. 
manded an account of my wife. He only 
knew that, in a ſtate of frenzy, ſhe had 
been removed from the place where I had 
ſeen her. 


I then acquainted the ſurgeon with my 
unhappy ſtory; and ſhewed him the letter 
which had cauſed me to commit ſo cruel 
and deſperate an act, earneſtly conjuring 
him te procure Mr. Green's forgiveneſs, 
and promiſe of future friendſhip. 


- Another week of painful ſuſpenſe 
elapſed; when the jailor threw open the 
door of my cell, and I was claſped in the 
embraces of my father. His agony-—his 
bitter remorſe—extinguiſhed every idea 
of reſentment ; while his diſtreſs and hor- 
ror, for my impending fate, recalled all 
my affection; nor could I for a moment 
view his tears, without freely. granting 
the forgiveneſs he requeſted. 


Scarcely 
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Scarcely had we recovered from the 
emotion of this dreadful interview, when 
I received a letter, dictated by Mr. Green; 
the contents of which were, that, 

« He pardoned the injury I had done to 
him; and he had prevailed on the ſurgeon 
to make the neceſſary atteſtation of his 
health, which would procure my liberty. 
But that, if he recovered, which at preſent 
was ſcarcely expected, he would ſtudi- 
ouſly avoid me; for never would he meet 
that man in friendſhip, whoſe ungovern- 
able paſſions had occaſioned the death of 
his beloved ſiſter.“ 


This dreadful ſtroke, was the completion 
of my miſery ;---I received it, therefore, in 


gloomy deſpair; and, as at the moment I 


meditated an act of ſuicide, my counte- 
nance plainly expreſſed ſome horrid de- 
termination. My father, alarmed by my 
appearance, endeavoured, with tender 
care, to ſooth me to compoſure. He ne- 
ver left me; but, having procured my re- 


leaſe, took me to his lodgings, in that 
Vo“. I, F ſtate 
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ſtate of inſenſibility, which deprived me 
of the power of oppoſition.” 


6 A ſummons to dinner occaſioned an 
interruption in this narrative; I will, there. 
fore, take this opportunity of aſſuring 
you, that I am, my Louiſa's ever affec- 
tionate 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


In 
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' Is CONTINUATION. 


. South Cliff, June 12, 
Mr. Montgomery thus continued, 


„I REMAINED. for ſome time loſt to 
every conſideration, in all the agony of 
deſpair; but, by my father's affectionate 
aſſiduity, recalled to recollection, I deter- 
mined to ſee the people with whom my 
wife had lodged. He accompanied me 
to their houſe; their heſitating and em- 
barraſſed manner, created ſuſpicion ; by 
threats and menaces, therefore, we ex- 
torted from them the confeſſion, that ſhe 
ſtill lived. A violent frenzy fever had 
ſeized her; and thoſe monſters of inhu- 
manity, finding that ſhe required more 
attention than they were willing to be- 
ſtow, had conveyed her to one of thoſe 
receptacles of horror, ſtiled © A private 
mad-houſe;” and had circulated the re- 
port of her death, that they might gain 
the poſſeſſion of her little property. 

F 2 I need 
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I need not tell you all the execrations 
which we heaped upon them. We in- 
ſtantly took the woman with. us, and 
drove to the place ſhe had named; the 
wretched appearance of the houſe de- 
noted the poverty of the poſſeſſors. Ap- 
prehenſion made them at firſt deny their 
knowledge of her; but the woman's teſti- 
mony convinced them concealment was 
in vain. My father's authority, therefore, 
gained our admittance; and we were 
conducted to her cell; but, merciful hea- 
ven! with what agonizing ſenſations did 
I view the dreadful ſcene !—Her wretched 
dungeon was ſmall, and ſcarcely any light 
was admitted through the thick iron 
bars; nor was the circulation of air ſuf- 
ficient to prevent its being loathſome.— 
On the damp ground was ſcattered a 
ſcanty portion of ſtraw ; and on it, faſten- 
ed by a chain, lay-—oh, heavens'!---my 
adored Maria! It is not in the power of 
language to expreſs my emotion at this 
torturing ſight. At the moment of our 


entrance ſhe was quiet, and was wreath- 
ing, 
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ing, in fantaſtic forms, the ſtraw which lay 
ds her but, ſeeing me,—ſhe ſtart- 
ed,—uttered the moſt piercing ſcreams, 
and, in the wildeſt frenzy, flew far as the 
chain would admit, to eſcape, calling me 
the murderer the aflaſſin !”” At that 
inſtant the barbarian, who was named the 
keeper, aimed at her a blow, with the 
ſtick he held. This fight made me more 
frantic than the miſerable object before 
me. I ſeized the inhuman monſter; and 
ſhould infallibly have daſhed him on the 
ground, had not my father reſcued him 
from my fury.. He felt the keeneſt an- 
guiſh, --it was imbittered by contrition; find- 
ing, however, the wretched maniac wholly 
ungovernable, he exerted his influence 
to remove me from her ſight ; but, as I 
reſolutely refuſed to quit the houſe with- 
out her, and to convey her from thence 
was impracticable, except with proper 
people; he went to a phyſician, whoſe 
{kill and humanity are univerſally ac- 
knowledged, and brought nurſes with 
him, to remove her to his houſe. 


* 
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For ſome time, ſhe experienced all the 
various paroxiſms of the diſorder; but, 
on her becoming more calm, the phyſician 
conſented to my ſeeing her. I heard her, 
in the moſt gentle accents, call on © her 
Frederic,” and, in the voice of love and 
tenderneſs, utter every endearing expreſ- 
fion; but the inſtant ſhe beheld me, her 
tormer horrors returned; the ſame piercing 
ſcreams were uttered; and again I was 
tortured, by the dreadful appellation of 
« The Murderer!” 


Finding it was the phyſician's opinion, 
that for ſome time I muſt avoid her ſight, 
I conſented to accompany my father to 
Wales, (having previouſly reſigned my 
commiſſion) where it was his unremitting 
ſtudy to afford me comfort; but, 


« Who can adminiſter to a mind diſeaſed ;"* 


— 


mine was a ſorrow, too rooted to 
admit of conſolation. My uncle, like- 
wiſe, who had feelingly participated in 
my misfortunes, bequeated me his for- 
tune, and this eſtate, which he intended as 

ſome 
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ſome compenſation; but the acquiſition 
rather increaſes my miſery, as ſhe, for 
whom fortune is alone deſirable, is for 
ever loſt to me. 


Reſtleſs, and unhappy, I could not re- 
main fixed to any ſpot; I travelled, there- 
fore through a great part of England; and 
during my melancholy ramble, firſt knew 
Mr. Hamilton; the intereſt he ſo gene- 
rouſly took in my misfortunes, endeared 
him to me; and I became attached to a 


place, where I had found ſo ſympathetic 
a friend. 


I frequently heard of my Maria; but 
every account added to my affliction. The 
phyſician informed me, he had no Ionger 
hopes of her reſtoration, for her diſorder 
was a ſettled inſenſibility. The idea then 
occured, that, as ſhe might be removed 
with ſafety, my houſe ſhould be her fu- 
ture reſidence. I therefore repaired to 
this place, which, with a view to contri- 
bute to her comforts, I have almoft re- 

F 4 built. 
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built. Her apartments I planned with 
the moſt ſtudious care; and have furniſhed 
them in that ſtyle of neatneſs and ſimpli- 
city, which I knew her exquiſite taſte 
would have adopted, had ſhe been ca- 
pable of directing. Her walk I contrived, 
and planted in it each blooming ſhrub 
and flower I knew ſhe moſt admired. This 
employment wholly occupied my mind; 
and afforded me more gratification than for 
years I had experienced. My friends, with 
pleaſure, beheld me conſtantly engaged, 
without knowing the motive for my pur- 
ſuits; they hoped that time had con- 
quered my affliction; but, when every 
requiſite plan was arranged, I informed 
them of my determination: they ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſed this deſign, fearing it might 
increaſe my unhappineſs; but when aſ— 
ſured my conſolation would ariſe from 
ſometimes ſeeing her, they acquieſced, 


without further oppoſition. 


Soon as every preparation was com- 


pleted, I eagerly haſtened to town; but, 
before 


CAROLINE, 105 


before her removal from the phyſician, I 
requeſted he would ſuffer me to ſee her; 
reluctantly he conſented, aſſuring me he 
feared the conſequence, as, by her uncon- 
nected converſation, he found that ſhe be- 
lieved me to be dead. He, however, at my 
entreaty, went to prepare her for an inter- 
view; and after a ſhort. time, I was intro- 
duced to her apartment. 


The lovely viſionary was ſitting,—ſilent 
and compoſed ;---her fine eyes fixed on the 
ground, whilſt her emaciated form, and 
pallid countenance, expreſſed the deepeſt 
woe. The doctor had been talking to 
her; he aſſured her that I was alive, and 
promiſed ſhe ſhould ſee me ;—ſhe ſhook her 
head, and heaved a ſigh.—He bade her 
look up, and behold her Frederic.—She- 
obeyed, becauſe it was his order ; but, ob- 
ſerving me, ſhe inſtantly ſtarted from her 
feat—wildly flew to the moſt diſtant part 
of the room,—and, with thoſe piercing 
ſcreams, which rend my very ſoul, called 
me * The Murderer.” < 
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I was inſtantly hurried from the apart- 
ment; and even the phyſician's authority 
was ſcarcely ſufficient to reftore her to 
compoſure. From that time J have made 
no effort to intrude in her ſight. She con- 
ſtantly laments my death; but while, with 
unceaſing tendernefs, ſhe mourns my loſs, 
with frantic hatred ſhe ſhuns the object 
ſhe laments. Her health, too viſibly de- 
clines beneath the conflicting emotions of 
mental anxiety. I' view the change with un- 
utterable anguiſh; for, though my preſent 
forrows are great and ſevere, it is com- 
parative happineſs to the idea of lofing 
her. My ſufferings are aggravated like- 
wiſe by my apprehenſions, that the epithets, 
with which ſhe brands me, are but too 
deſerved; for not all my father's efforts, 
joined to my unremitting enquiries, can 
gain the leaſt intelligence of her brother. 
From the ſurgeon I have heard that, fear- 


ing 1 ſhould ſeek an interview, he had 
privately withdrawn from his lodgings, 


though in a ſtate of imminent danger. 
His name is all I know, and that is ſo fa- 
miliar, 


CAROLINE. 107 


miliar, as rather to confuſe, than aſſiſt, the 
diſcovery. 


This, my dear friends, is the melancholy 
ſituation, to which my tumultuous paſ- 
fions have reduced me; and you will 
own, I have cauſe for laſting repentance, 
when you reflect, that my ungovernable 
rage has for ever deprived a beloved 
wite of her reaſon; and brought her bro- 
ther's blood on my devoted head.” 


I ſhall not, my Louiſa, make any com- 
ments on this diſtreſſing hiſtory; you, who 
on every occaſion think ſo juſtly, will find 
ſufficient cauſe for moralizing. I am, my 
dear friend, ever yours, 


Caroline HAMILTON. 


F6 In 
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In CONTINUATION. 


South Cliff, June ib. 


A FEW days after I had finiſhed my 
laſt, Mr. Hamilton accompanied Mr. 
Montgomery, on a viſit to a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood. I, therefore, took 
that opportunity of viewing the houſe, 
which is furniſhed in a peculiar ſtile of 
elegance and ſimplicity. Then recollett- 
ing that Mrs. Montgomery's apartments 
muſt, from their ſituation, command a dif- 
ferent proſpect, I opened the door of her 
drawing-room, without apprehending any 
intruſion, as I had heard ſhe remained 
during the morning in her dreſſing- room. 
I had ſtood ſome time at the window, ad- 
miring the beauty of the ſcene, when J 
was ſtartled by a deep and plaintive groan, 
which proceeded from the interior apart- 
ments. Fearing, therefore, that Mrs. 
Montgomery might be indiſpoſed, and 
knowing her huſband's apprehenſive ſo- 

licitude, 
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licitude, I opened the door of her dreſſing- 
room, and, finding ſhe was not in it, pro- 
ceeded to her bed-chamber. On entering, 
] was ſhocked to find her faſtened to the 
bed, by a ſtraight waiſtcoat, whilſt the 
cloſed ſhutters ſo effectually darkened the 
room, that ſcarcely the objects were per- 
ceivable. The nurſes appeared ſtartled 
at my appearance; and I expreſſed to 
them my ſurpriſe, that ſeverity ſhould be 
neceſſary, as ſhe had been always repre- 
| ſented perfectly inoffenſive, and even in- 
different, to every event. One of the wo- 
men replied, (drawing herſelf up with all 
the vulgar importance of ſelf-ſufficiency) 

„We am the moſt propereſt judges 
when ſhe ought to be confined.” 


This anſwer was by no means ſatisfac- 
tory, and I earneſtly pleaded for her re- 
leaſe; at the ſame time opening the ſhut- 
ters, and admitting the light. 


The unfortunate object, who has, I 
ſear, been too long diſuſed to the yoice 
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of compaſſion fixed on me her eyes; but 
with fo ſupplicating, ſo expreflive a look, 
that I reſolved immediately to releaſe her; 
and, telling her attendants, that I would 
anſwer to Mr. Montgomery for the conſe- 
quences, looſened the braces. by which 
ſhe was faſtened. I then ſat by her,—took 
her hand,—and ſpoke to her with ten- 
derneſs, calling her Maria; and, while Iſur- 
veyed thoſe features, which, though beau- 
titul, were overclouded with grief and ſet- 
tled deſpair, her fine black eyes wildly 
expreſſive of her agitated mind, when! 
conſidered her youth. and reflected on her 
misfortunes, I could ſcarcely ſupprefs the 
painful emotions which I felt. She ſome- 
times looked on me, as if grateful for her 
liberty; but, evidently overawed by her 
attendants, her eyes were as ſuddenly caſt 


on the ground. 


I had ſat by her ſome time, when, with 
a heavy figh, in a low voice, ſſe uttered 
the name of © Frederic.” I aſked if ſhe 
frequently mentioned that name, and, 
with 
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with the ſame important air, one of the 
nurſes anſwered, 

« When us firſt come here, ſhe was 
always a talking about Henry and Fre- 
deric; but us have now a moſt cured her; 
(adding) 'twas for that, that us confined 


her.” 


I was now confirmed in my opinion, 
that ſhe was improperly treated; but, as 
the countenances of the women ſhowed 
their diſpleaſure, I feared to leave her, 


| left revenge ſhould actuate them to 


greater ſeverity. I, therefore, remained 
with her, till Mr. Montgomery's return; 
and then acquainted him with the ſcene 


| J have deſcribed. 


He liſtened to me, with every expref- 
hon of anger and reſentment; vehemently 
proteſting, that the wretches who could 
uſe her unkindly, ſhould be inftantly dif- 
charged. This, on reflection, was, how- 

ever, 
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ever, impracticable; ſne could not be 
left without attendants; and the nurſes 
had inſtilled ſuch fears into the ſervants 
of the family, that not one would venture 
near her apartments. I propoſed, there- 
fore, his reproving them for their unfeel- 
ing conduct; promiſing him, that I would 
be conſtant in my viſits to her, and care- 
fully watch their mode of treatment. The 
nurſes were, in conſequence, ſeparately 
ſummoned before him; and, after the ſe- 
vereſt reproofs, he inſiſted that they ſhould 
be under my direction. 


I viſited her in the afternoon; and, 
having ordered the nurſes to the next 
apartment, fat by her. She looked fear- 
fully around her; but, finding we were 
alone, eagerly caught my hand, and preſſed 
it to her lips, while her countenance ex- 
preſſed every grateful ſenſation: ſhe was 
attentive to me, though profoundly ſilent; 
frequently caſting an apprehenſive glance 

1 | at 
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at the door, evidently dreading the return 
of her attendants. The ſame gloomy de- 
jection took poſſeſſion of her, when I aroſe 
to leave her; and ſhe appeared only con- 
ſoled by my promiſe, that I would ſoon 
ſee her again. | 


I am ſo much intereſted for the unfor- 
tunate Maria, that I cannot refrain from 
giving you a circumſtantial relation; but 
I will not apologize for thus engaging 
your time. You, my Louiſa, poſſeſs a 
heart, that feels for, and ſhares the diſ- 
treſs of others. Ever yours, 


CaroLliIng HAMILTON, 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Saus Clif, June 19. 


YesT ERDAY we had an engagement, 
to dine with a family, who reſide a few 
miles from hence; but, finding myfelf 
flightly indiſpoſed, I made an excuſe, at 
the ſame time ſaying, that I would devote 
the day ta Maria, Mr. Montgomery, 
who is delighted with my attention to 
her, heard my determination with plea- 
ſure; he entreated me to ſpeak of him, 
adding, | 

« Though I muſt never hope for her 
reſtoration; yet would ſhe but ſee me 
with compoſure, it would be comparative 
comfort to my preſent ſituation.” 


On my entering her apartment, I dit- 
miſſed the nurſes; ſhe then aroſe to meet 
me, and, taking my hand, wildly preſſed 
it to her lips and heart. When ſhe be- 
| came 
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eame more tranquil, I'mentioned her huf- 
band, aſſured her he was alive, and aſked 
her, if ſhe did not wiſh to ſee her Fre- 
deric. She ſhook her head; and, with a 
heavy ſigh, echoed the name; then was 
again filent. Frequently, though in a 
voice of terror, ſhe called on Henry, 
appearing then agitated and diſtreſſed. 


I ſpent almoſt the whole day with her; 
and, when it was her hour for walking, 
propoſed to accompany her. She aroſe 
inſtantly, viſibly pleaſed; and, having 
ordered the nurſes to attend, and thrown 
the veil around her, I led her to her 


| walk. 


We had remained there ſome time, 


when, thinking change of ſcene might 
amuſe, and having no apprenfion of be- 
ing intruded upon, I opened a ſmall door 
which led on the lawn, and aſked if ſhe 
choſe to walk there. She appeared ready 

to 
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to anſwer me; when one of the nurſes 


loudly interpoſed, ſaying, 


She muſt not go out of the wall, 
which was made a purpoſe for her. 


Poor Maria ſtarted: at her voice; ſhe 
eagerly caught my arm, and. remained 
trembling and agitated. Shocked at the 
power they had acquired over her, in an 
angry tone, I inſiſted on their ſilence; 
and, leading her to a ſmall temple on the 
lawn, propoſed her reſting there. 


She ſoon regained her compoſure, and 
appeared to enjoy the beautiful proſpect, 
and to be attentive to the ſcenes around 
her. Jenny led my Harriot on the lawn; 
the child brought me the flowers ſhe had 
gathered; and I bade her give ſome to 
the lady. She took them, faintly ſmiling, 
and affectionately kiſſed the little hand 
that preſented them. Highly gratified, 
by ſeeing her recovered from the inſenſi- 

bility 
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bility into which, for ſo many months, 
ſhe had fallen, I was deſirous of her con- 
tinuing in a place, where ſhe appeared ſo 
tranquil and compoſed. 


We had remained ſome time in this 
ſituation, when on a diſtant part of the 
lawn, I ſaw the gardener with a gen- 
tleman, who was evidently attracted by 
curioſity, to view the beauties of this 
place: a circumſtance which frequently 
happens, as it is univerſally known and 
admired. . Unwilling, however, to. alarm 
Maria by an haſty removal, and knowing 
the nurſes, who were on the lawn, would 
prevent an intruſion, I continued endea- 
vouring to amuſe her, which, though ſhe 
was profoundly ſilent, yet, by her looks 
and actions, ſhe proved her gratitude. 


The ſtranger, who was not a mere ſu- 
perficial obſerver, appeared attentively 
viewing the ſcene around him; then, ad- 
vancing nearer to the temple, he ſtood at 

the 
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the edge of the rock, contemplating in 
ſillence the bold ſea view, and beautiful 
landſcape, which that ſpot commanded. 
The jeſſamine and woodbine, however, 
which cloſely entwined around the tem- 
ple in which we fat, excluded us from 


obſervation. 


He remained for ſome time fixed to the 
ſpot; then turning, he ſpoke in a loud 
voice to the gardener, who was at ſome 
diſtance. Maria immediately ſtarted, 
and, leaning forward, had a complete 
view of his perſon. Inſtantly ſhe aroſe, 
and, with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow, fle 
towards him. Her ſtrength, however, 
did not ſecond the exertion ſhe had 
made; for, before ſhe reached him, ſhe 
fell lifeleſs on the graſs. 


I haſtened to her in the utmoſt terror, 
as did the nurſes, who ſagaciouſly obſerved, 

« They had all along foreſeen the con- 
ſequence.“ 


The 
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The {ſtranger likewiſe ran to her, and 
aſſiſted to carry her to a ſeat; but 
words cannot deſcribe the pleaſure which 
I felt, when, on my lifting her veil in 
an ecſtacy, he cried, 

« Heavens!/—Is it poſſible —Is my 
deareſt ſiſter reſtored to life ?— Do I 
again behold my Maria.” 


To doubt his aſſertion was impoſlible 
ſor his reſemblance to her declared the 
truth. The long inſenfibility in which 
ſhe remained, gave me time to inform him 
of her unhappy malady; to requeſt he 
would not make any enquiries of her; 
and carefully avoid mentioning the dread- 
ful ſcene, in which he laſt ſaw her. I then 
conſidered, that as ſhe had ſuſtained the 
ſhock, and evidently known her brother, 
1 would not endanger a relapſe, by even 
a momentary diſappointment : when, 


therefore, ſhe recovered, ſhe found her- 
ſelf in his arms. 


With 
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With frantic wildneſs ſhe gazed for 
ſome moments on him; then, with a 
more ſoftened” expreſſion of countenance, 
ſunk on his ſhoulder, in an agony of tears. 
His ſoothing and tender endearments 
| ſoon reſtored her to ſome compoſure; 
again ſhe looked on him; and, claſping 
her arms eagerly around him, in an agi- 
tated tone, cried, 


“My Henry !---My brother! 


At the inſtant, perceiving the nurſes, 
ſhe franticly exclaimed, 

« Oh 1---Save me---ſave me, from thoſe fn- 
ries---thoſe tormenting fiends!---They con- 
fined me in an horrible dungeon ;---they 
have- loaded me with chains ;---but you--- 
(eagerly catching my hand) bright ſpirit !--- 
My guardian angel |--came to reſcue me; 
you broke the chains by which I was 
bound, and reſtored me to life and liberty.” 


This rhapſody, uttered with ſo frantic 
an air, alarmed and diſtreſſed her brother; 


but I immediately ordered the women to 
| quit 
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quit the lawn; and, having conſigned 
my child to a ſervant of the family, or- 


dered Jenny to attend on Mrs. Montgo- 


mery. She was now as wild in her ex- 
preflions.of gratitude, as ſhe had, before 
been in thoſe of terror; gradually, how- 
ever, ſhe became more calm, though fre- 


quently relapſing into the moſt extrava- 


gant flights of imagination, whilſt her bro- 
ther evidently experienced every painful 
emotion. The ſcene in which ſhe had laſt 
ſeen him, recurred, with all its horrors, to 
her recollection. After a ſhort ſilence, in 
an agony, ſhe cried, 


« Oh! they have murdered—they have 


deſtroyed my Henry I ſaw him fall---ſaw 
bis bleeding mangled corpſe !---ſave me 
Oh! ſave me from his inhuman murderer !” 


Then, in a more ſoftened tone of voice, 
the added, | 

« And Frederic too is loſt for ever 
loſt to poor Maria— his cruel father killed 
him—he plunged the dagger quite 
through his heart? 
Vol. I. 1 A flood 
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A flood of tears afforded ſome relief to 
the anguiſh of her diſordered mind, and 
T had the ſatisfaction to find, that as thoſe 
violent agitations ſubſided, ſhe became 


more rational and collected. 


We had remained on the lawn, till the 


evening began to cloſe, when I propoſed 


returning to the houſe; ſhe'then relapſed 
into all her former terrors, pathetically 
entreating me, © to protect her from the 
tormenting fiends—to reſcue her from the 
gloomy dungeon.” (So ſhe conſiders 
what in reality are a moſt elegant ſuite 
of apartments.) I aſſured her, ſhe ſtWuld 
neither ſee the place, nor people, ſhe fo 
much dreaded; and I ordered Jenny im- 
mediately to aſſiſt in preparing an apart- 
ment for her, near where I flept. She 


gracefully thanked me; and taking my 


hand, preſſed it to her boſom, ſaying, 
c This heart, which was almoſt cold 
and ſenſeleſs, from a weight of ſorrows, 


now revived by the voice of compaſſion, 


beats high with gratitude, to thank you 
* for 
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for my deliverance ; bright—and protect- 


199 


ing ſpirit—l attend you! 


On ſaying this, ſhe immediately aroſe, 
and leaning on her brother's arm, walked 
towards the houſe. I conducted her to 
the front door, which was an entrance 
ſhe had not been accuſtomed to, and 
with the moſt compoſed and placid air, 
ſhe followed me to the drawing-room ; 
Jenny ſoon came to inform me, that the 
apartment was ready, and I requeſted 
Maria to retire to it. Her ſpirits were 
exhauſted and depreſſed by the agitations 
ſhe had experienced, and her delicate 
health could ill ſupport ſuch violent emo- 
tions; repoſe was therefore abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for her, and it was likewiſe my 
wiſh, to relieve Mr. Green, from the ſtate 
of anxiety which he endured, and to ex- 
plain thoſe events he could not compre- 
hend. I found by his addreſs, that he 
confidered me as Mrs. Montgomery, and 
from the circumſtance of his brother-in- 


law, having changed his name, had not 
G 2 the 
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the remoteſt idea of being in his houſe, 
much, therefore, remained for him to 


know; and, dreading the conſequence, 
I was deſirous every explanation might 
take place before Mr. Montgomery re- 


turned; Maria having taken an affection- 


ate leave of her brother, unreluctantly 
accompanied me to the apartment : I re- 
mained with her till ſhe retired to reſt, 


and had the ſatisfaction to leave her in a 
compoſed and tranquil ſleep, without hav- 


ing recourſe to opiates, to which for a 
long time ſhe had been accuſtomed. 
Having reſtored poor Mrs. Montgomery 
to ſome compoſure, I will not longer in- 
trude on your time, but haſten to aſſure 
my Louiſa, that I am her affectionate 


friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


1s 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
South Clif, June 20. 


I coNSIGNED Mrs. Montgomery to 
the care of Jenny, and returned to Mr. 
Green. Anxiety and concern were 
ſtrongly marked on his features, and his 
emotions, by having been ſuppreſſed, 
were now too poignant for diſguiſe or 
concealment; inſtantly, therefore, with 
viſible impatience, and an agitated tone 
of voice, he thus addreſſed me, 

„ have learnt, madam, from my un- 
happy ſiſter, that to your generous kind- 
neſs ſhe is indebted, for her deliverance 
from miſery, from accumulated cruelties; 
I beſeech you, therefore, to accept my 
grateful thanks, for the conſiderate atten- 
tion you have beſtowed on her. And 
tell me, madam, for heaven's ſake inform 
me, whether Mr. Llewellin, her huſband, 

G 3 (whoſe 
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{whoſe ungovernable paſſions I have feel- 
ingly proved) is acceſſary to her dif- 
treſſes.” I aſſured him, that what he 
had heard her utter, was wholly the 
effect of a diſturbed imagination, and 
after ſome prelude, I acquainted him 
with the event, which had occaſioned 
his brother-in-law to change his name, 
and then informed him that he was in his 


houſe, 


Rage and reſentment, inſtantly took 
poſſeſſion of his countenance. Starting 
from his ſeat, in a conflict of contending 
paſſions, be made an effort to quit the 
room, but ſtopping .him, I requeſted he 
would conquer his diſpleaſure, and meet 
that man in friendſhip, whoſe remorſe 
and ſufferings for his raſhneſs, merited 
his compaſſion. 


« Do not, madam, (he replied) miſtake 
my motive, my injuries, though. great, 
yet, as they aroſe from miſapprehenſion, 

[ have 
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} have forgiven, but for my unhappy 
ſiſter, I muſt feel; he had learnt to de- 
fpiſe her humble origin, and whilſt inceſ- 
fantly ſhe mourned his abſence, had not 
even the conſolation of a line, to inform 
her, ſhe exiſted in his remembrance.” 


I aſſured him, his father had effectually 
prevented every poſſibility of diſcovering 
where ſhe reſided, but that a perfect re- 
conciliation had long been effected be- 
tween them; and as his ſiſter's unhappy 
malady, had for years been the ſource of 
their affliction, ſo would her reſtoration 
be conſidered as the completion of their 
happineſs. I then informed him. of the 
anxious ſearch which they had made for 
him, and how greatly Mr. Montgomery's 
diſtreſs had been aggravated, by the ap- 
prehenſion of having deprived him of 
exiſtence, 


He liſtened to me with compoſure, 
then anſwered, f 
G 4 “Perhaps, 
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« Perhaps, Madam, I have acted 
wrong, by my efforts to avoid him, and 
ad I known my ſiſter lived, I would 
have fought, and even requeſted his 
| friendſhip. Our united care might have 
ſpared her years of miſery, For her, I 
ever felt a more than fraternal affection, 
we were left orphans at an early age, and 
a dying father's command, conſigned hen 
to my care, She was, therefore, a 
precious depoſit, of which I conſidered 
myſelf the protector. An unreſerved 
confidence had ſubſiſted between us, nor 
till her fatal marriage was any event of 
our lives concealed from each other. At 
that period I was from England, and, on 
my return, felt all my reſentment, rouſed 
at the contempt with which ſhe was 
treated; had I known where to ſeek her 
huſband, he ſhould have found, I did not 
tamely ſubmit to the indignity. With a 
mind thus prepared for diſapprobation, 
it is eaſy to conceive my ſenſations, when 
Lund my unhappy fiſter's. death, was 
occaſioned 
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occaſioned by his raſhneſs. I could not 
ſupport the fight of her deſtroyer, but 
privately, though at the hazard of my 
life, removed to a diſtant part of the 
town; and having diſmiſſed my former 
ſurgeon, left no trace by which I could. 
be diſcovered. 


For many weeks I dragged on a pain- 
ful exiſtence, but when my amended 
health, permitted me to follow my pro- 
feſſion, I made intereſt for a ſhip on 
a foreign ſtation, and till within three 
months, have been abſent from this king- 
dom. Part of the time, ſince my return, 
has been ſpent with a friend, who reſides 
in theſe parts; but knowing that it was 
the reſidence of Sir Thomas Llewellin, 
it was with reluctance that I complied 
with his requeſt. I have, however, with 
ſtudious care, ſhunned an interview with 
any of the name; nor could I entertain 
the remoteſt idea, that when curioſity at- 
tracted me to viſit the ſeat of Mr. Mont- 
gomery, I ſhould find it the reſidence of the 

__ man 


R 
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man I had ſo carefully avoided. Your 
repreſentation has changed my former 
opinion, and I will now unreluctantly 
meet him, convinced that you are too ge- 
nerous to expoſe me to the humiliating 
ſituation of ſeeing myſelf or ſiſter treated 
with contempt.” 


When he had finiſhed his narrative, I 
requeſted him to conceal from Mr. Mont- 
gomery, the circumſtance of having ſeen 
his ſiſter, and the hopes we might enter- 
tain of her recovery; aſſuring him, that 

his mind was fo weakened by affliction, 
that it required the utmoſt caution to 
communicate fuch happy information, 


| We were engaged in this converſation, 

| when the gentlemen arrived; I quitted 
him, therefore, ſaying, I would requeſt 
Mr. Hamilton to attend him, whilſt I pre- 
pared his brother for the interview. 


Mr. Montgomery met me with anxious 
enquiries for his Maria, and having aſ- 
ſured 
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ſured him, that I had left her tranquil and 
compoſed, with caution informed him of 
his unexpected gueſt. The pleaſure with 
which he liſtened to me, proved how 
feelingly he was intereſted in the event. 


« You have relieved my mind, (he 


cried) from a weight of miſery by this 


diſcovery, let me, ever with gratitude, 
acknowledge the interpoſition of a divine 
Providence, which has ſaved me from the 
guilt of murder; but how, he added, 
can I meet the man whom I have ſo 
cruelly injured—how account to him for 
a ſiſter, whoſe exiſtence I have rendered 


wretched? But let me ſee him—]I will im- 
plore his pardon; no conceſſion can be 
too humiliating to the brother of my 


Maria.” 


He immediately accompanied me to 


the drawing room, but ſo viſibly diſtreſſed, 
that Mr. Green was affected by it; with 
the utmoſt generoſity, therefore, he offered 

G 6 him 
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him his hand, and requeſted that the paſt 
tranſaction might be buried in oblivion, 
and that hereafter they might be united 
in friendſhip. 


Mr. Montgomery, however, could not 
refrain from every ſelf-accuſing reflection, 
and expreſſed ſuch tenderneſs for Maria, 
while with tears of anguiſh, he deplored 
her calamity, that every doubt ſoon 
vaniſhed from her brother's mind, reſpect- 
ing his affection for her. He was fo 
agitated by thoſe emotions, that it was 
ſome time before I could mention our 
hopes reſpecting Maria, but cautiouſly 
I informed him of the accidental inter- 
view, and of the favourable proſpects 
which had ariſen in conſequence, 
Anxiouſly he requeſted a circumſtantial 
account, and his various ſenſations mark- 
ed how feelingly he was intereſted at the 
relation, Hope now ſucceeded to de- 
ſpondence, his ſpirits could ſcarcely ſup- 
port the unexpected tranſition, and, in 

| his 
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his expreſſions of gratitude to me, he was 
ſcarcely leſs wild than poor Maria had 


been. 


Before I retired for the night, I went 
to her apartment, and found her ſleep 
was quiet and compoſed; and on an 
early enquiry in the morning, received 
from Jenny a favourable account. This 


pleaſing information I communicated to 


Mr. Montgomery, but his happineſs was 
now checked by apprehenſion, he feared 
ſhe ſtill would view him with horror, and 
dreaded, leſt his altered features ſhould 
prevent her recollection of him. I was 
ſoon informed, that ſhe had enquired for 
me; he, therefore, requeſted that he 
might accompany me to her apartment, 


* Indulge me, (he ſaid) in the happi- 
neſs of once more hearing her voice, I 


will carefully conceal myſelf from her 


ſight.“ 


She 


134 CAROLINE. 

She received me with affeftion, and 
again thanked me for her deliverance ; 
but I was happy to perceive that ſhe was 
leſs extravagant, and wild in her expreſ- 
ſions. She was now rationally grateful ; 
ſhe eagerly enquired for her brother, and 
ſaid, 

« You will not be ſurpriſed, if I ex- 
preſs impatience to ſee him. I have fo 
long experienced a deprivation of every 
comfort,. that I anxiouſty welcome all 
that now remains; from his affection, and 
your friendſhip, I muſt-derive-conſolation ; 
but every chance of happineſs was loſt, 
when I was.deprived of my huſband.” 


I feared Mr. Montgomery's emotions 
would betray him, and, therefore, haſten-- 
ed to quit the room with. him, aſſuring 
Maria, her brother waited only her. ſum-- 
mons, to attend her. 


We paſt the time of breakfaſt, in con- 
ſidering on the moſt gentle means of in- 
forming 
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forming her, that her huſband was alive. 
His firſt care, however, was to renew 
from her ſight, whatever might occaſion. 
her terror; the nurſes were, therefore, 
inſtantly diſcharged, and his carriage or- 
dered to remove them from the houſe. 
Her former apartments he locked up; 


they are to be completely altered, before 


ſhe again ſees them, 


As ſoon as Mrs. Montgomery was 
dreſſed, ſhe ſent to defire to ſee her bro- 
ther with me;. ſhe appeared compoſed 
and tranquil, but languid and exhauſted, 
from the emotions of the preceding day. 


Her health and fpirits were, therefore, 


unequal to ſuſtain an increaſe of agita- 
tion; nor was ſhe ſufficiently ſteady to 
riſk an interview, which had been ever 
ſo alarming, and on the reſult of which 
their future happineſs ſo abſolutely de- 
pended. I, therefore, was anxious to 
ſee her more collected, before I commu- 

nicated 


| 
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nicated to her ſuch intereſting informa- 
tion. 


Mr. Montgomery's impatience, made 
him oppoſe this plan; but, on repreſent- 
ing, that probably her reſtoration depend- 
ed on the event, he conſented; it was, 
therefore, determined, that ſhe ſhould be 
left wholly to her brother's and my care, 
and every circumſtance relative to her 
huſband, ſhould. for the preſent be ſup- 
prefſed. 


Maria paſſed the day in tolerable com- 
poſure; ſhe ſometimes wandered in her 
converſation frequently relapſed into ter- 
rors— but the voice of her brother ſoon 
reſtored her, and ſhe appeared anxious 
to prove to him, the pleaſure ſhe felt 
from his ſociery; though as her recollec- 
tion grew ſtronger, the loſs of her huſband 
was felt with all the poignancy of diſ- 


treſs. From this fituation, I was anxious 
| to 
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to relieve her, and, therefore, hinted at 
the poſſibility of his being alive. This 
ſuggeſtion admitted her encouraging 
hope, and gave ſome alleviation to her 


affliction. 
I will here conclude this letter, the 
particulars of this intereſting interview, 


ſhall be the ſubje& of my next, from my 
Louiſa's ever affectionate 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


In 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


South Clif, June 23. 


Mis. Montgomery was ſo much re- 


vived by a night of tranquil reſt, that ! 


no longer oppoſed her huſband's earneſt 
wiſhes for an interview, Mr. Green, 
therefore, cautiouſly informed her, that he 


was alive, With rapturous pleaſure ſhe 


received the welcome tidings, and impa - 
tiently requeſted to. ſee him. I then ac- 
quainted her with, and accounted for, the 
alteration in his perſon; ſhe calmly an- 
fwered, | 

“That change is immaterial, if his 
heart remains the ſame.” 


Fearing, therefore, that ſhe might ſuffer 
from anxiety and impatience, if the in- 
terview was longer delayed, Mr. Green 
went for him, Trembling, and with agi- 

tated 
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tated ſteps, he approached the room, 
anxious, yet dreading to behold her; but, 


the inſtant ſhe perceived him, ſhe uttered 


a moſt piercing ſcream; and, hiding her 
face on my ſhoulder, exclaimed © The mur- 


derer!“ Her brother haſtened to her, and, 


ſtanding before her, intercepted the view 
of Mr. Montgomery, (who, in the moſt 
exquiſite diſtreſs, had thrown himſelf into a 
diſtant chair.) He reaſoned with her on her 
fears; and bade her reflect, that he was 
in health and ſafety with her; conſe- 
quently, her terrors of his murderer muſt 
be-groundleſs. She liſtened to him with 
attention; then compoſedly ſaid, 

Why this is true; and yet I have a 
a confuſed idea, of a dreadful ſcene, in 
which I ſaw your bleeding corpſe ex- 
tended on the ground; and I have ſome- 
times thought, as now, that I beheld 
your murderer: but where is my huf- 
band?---Why does he abſent himſelf from 
mef---Will he not reſtore me to happineſs, 
by again beholding him?” 
This 
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This was more than Mr. Montgomery 
could ſupport; in an agony he cried, 

Cruel misfortune !--Reſtored to alt 
but me! 


She appeared ſtartled and ſurpriſed; 
then carneſtly ſaid, 

Who ſpoke ?---I know that voice.” 

And having removed her brother from 
her, ſhe ſaw him, though his face was 
concealed by his handkerchief. She 
looked ſteadily on him for ſome moments; 
then aroſe, and, leaning on my arm, ad- 
vanced ſlowly towards him: when near, 
ſhe ſtopped, and, gazing on him, ſaid, 

« It is his form---his voice.---Is it poſ- 
fible!---Can it be my Frederic! 


He now ventured to look on her; and, 
taking her hand, ſaid, in a voice that diſ- 
covered his emotion, 


« Will not my deareſt Maria acknow- 
ledge her huſband?” 


dhe 
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She ſtared wildly on him; then, eagerly 
throwing herſelf into his arms, exclaimed, 
It is—it is my Frederic!” 


A flood of tears afforded ſome relief to 
their exquiſite ſenſations; nor were we 
unmoved ſpeCtators of the intereſting 
ſcene. In ſome ſhort time, however, Ma- 
ria regained compoſure, ſufficient to make 
various enquiries. © Tell me (ſhe ſaid) to 
what event I owe my preſent happineſs?--- 


Does your father relent?--Will he forgive 


the diſgrace I have occaſioned to your fa- 
 mily?---Will he withdraw his dreadful 
maledicton, nor again ſeparate us?” 


He anſwered every enquiry; aſſuring 
her, his father would rejoice at their hap- 
pineſs; and that no power on earth 
ſhould ever again divide them. 


“Then I am happy, (ſhe replied) and 
poſſeſs all that can render life deſirable; 
but let me ever gratefully remember, that 


to 
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to you, my charming friend, I owe my 
preſent felicity. You compaſſionated my 
ſufferings, and reſcued me from the hands 
of my cruel tormentors; and, but for you, 
I ſhould have paſſed the wretched re- 
mains of life in a gloomy priſon, though 
unconſcious of crimes to merit fo great a 
puniſhment. My huſband, and my bro- 
ther, whom I have inceſſantly mourned, 
are, by your means, reſtored to me. Oh: 
Frederic, join me in thanks to this ge- 
nerous friend, to whom I owe ſo large a 
portion of happineſs.” 


Mr. Montgomery, who had been with 
difficulty reſtrained from expreſſions of 
gratitude, now uttered the moſt extrava- 
gant effuſions. I enjoined him, however, 
to be filent on the ſubject, till he would 
converſe with more rationality. Words 
are, indeed, inadequate to deſcribe his 
felicity; it can be conceived only by thoſe 
who, from the depth of miſery, are unex- 
pectedly raiſed to the higheſt ſummit of 

I happineſs. 


happineſs. During the morning, we 


walked on the lawn, and Maria led to the 
ſpot where ſhe had beheld her brother; 
ſhe there deſcribed to her happy huſband 
her interview with him; then ſaid, 
„„When I contraſt my preſent fe- 
licity with - my paſt misfortunes, my 
heart can ſcarcely cc contain the joy which 
| feel. 


We had the ſatisfaction to find her 
much more compoſed and rational than 
the preceding day. She ſometimes ap- 
peared ſlightly agitated by terror; but the 
ſenſation was momentary. Once, on Mr. 
Montgomery's entering the room, ſhe 
faintly ſcreamed ; but, on his ſpeaking to 
her, ſhe immediately recollected him, and 
even ſmiled at her fears, ſaying, 

« I know not what idea ſometimes in- 
trudes on my imagination; but it every 


hour grows weaker, as I feel the reality 


of my preſent enjoyments.” 
Two 
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Two days have paſſed ſince I began 
this letter, and ſhe has continued col- 
lected and tranquil; cheerfully joining in 
thoſe plans which we adopt for her 
amuſement. She has evidently conſi- 
dered me as the miſtreſs of this houſe, and 
was ignorant of her huſband's change of 
name; but this day, on her expreſſing the 
admiration, which all muſt feel, at the 
various beauties of this delightful ſpot, he 
in a clear and conciſe manner, informed 
her by what means he came to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of this eſtate; declaring, it was an 
increaſe to his felicity, to find it was a 
fituation ſo conſonant to her wiſhes. She 
liſtened to him with pleaſure, but eagerly 
enquired where I reſided; and expreſſed 
regret and concern, at finding it was ſome 
diſtance from her. She was, however, 
aſſured, that our ſeparation ſhould be but 
for a ſhort time; and they immediately 
complied with our wiſhes, to viſit us im- 


mediately on our return to Elm Grove, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould be happy to remove thither, when 
we quit this place; but Mr. Hamilton 


will not liſten to the propoſal, pleading . 


his numerous engagements at Bath. 


Adieu, my Louiſa, One letter more 
will cloſe our correſpondence. from this 
place, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


Ver, I. H \ Is 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


South Cliff, June 27. 


We: have an addition to our party, by 
the arrival of Sir Thomas Llewellin. He 
haſtened to South Cliff immediately, on 
receiving the welcome information of Ma- 
ria's recovery, anxious to congratulate his 
ſon on his reſtoration to happineſs. Mrs. 
Montgomery, who was abruptly informed 
of his viſit, diſcovered the moſt alarming 
terror and agitation ; the many years of 
miſery he had occalioned her, ruſhed for- 
cibly to her imagination, and repreſented 
to her weakened ſpirits a thouſand appre- 
henſions. Dreading the effect of ſuch 
violent emotions, Mr. Hamilton requeſted 
Sir Thomas (who was in another apart- 
ment with his ſon) to haſten to her, and 
compoſe her mind, by aſſuring. her of 
his forgiveneſs, | 

fp « Forgive- 
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« Forgiveneſs! (Sir Thomas eagerly 
anſwered) I came, Sir, to requeſt her par- 
don ; and I muſt tell you, that it requires 
ſome preparation, to view again that dear 
injured woman, whoſe ſufferings origi- 
nated from my cruelty.” 


On his entering the room, ſhe made an 
effort to kneeltohim; but he prevented her, 
and claſping her in his arms, affectionately 
ſaluted her, calling her his deareſt daugh- 
ter. By his endearments, ſhe was ſoon 
reſtored to tranquillity ; and Sir Thomas, 
who attended to her with the moſt ex- 
preſſive pleaſure, appeared delighted, at 
ſeeing her ſo cheerful and collected. He 
received her brother, likewiſe, with the 
utmoſt affection; and immediately, with 
earneſtneſs, requeſted, that the whole 
party would accompany him to Llewel- 
lin Caſtle. Moſt readily, for various rea- 
ſons, I would accept this invitation; 
but, on account of Mr. Hamilton's health, 

H 2 Iam 
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I am particularly anxious; he is ſo much 
amended by this air, that he can ſcarcely 
be conſidered an invalid; and, was he re- 
leaſed from the perſecution of his Bath 
correſpondence, would, I am convinced, 
indulge in all the rational pleaſures this 
country affords; but thoſe letters embar- 
raſs—diſturb him. To the repeated ſoli- 
citations of his friends, therefore, he has 
given a decided anſwer, alledging, as a 
motive for his refuſal, „that his limited 
time is expired;” pleading his im- 
portant and unavoidable engagements. 
In two days, therefore, I muſt quit this 
place. My dear Maria can ſcarcely be 
conſoled, at the idea of our ſeparation. 
Her heart is impreſſed, with the higheſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, for her deliverance, 
and reſtoration to happineſs; and, though 
I have been a mere accidental agent, to- 
wards accompliſhing thoſe fortunate 
events, yet ſhe conſiders me as the ſource 
of all her preſent enjoyments, and repays 

the 
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the obligation with every endearing proof 
of friendſhip and affection. She difcovered 
ſo much diſtreſs, when informed, the day 
was really fixed, that Mr. Montgomery 
reſolved, when we leave them, ſhe ſhall 
change the ſcene, by a viſit to the caſtle; 
and, during their abſence, the apartments 
and walk, hitherto appropriated to her 
uſe, are to be completely altered, that 
not a trace may remain, to recall their 
paſt unhappineſs. 


Hot Wells, July 1. 


Yeſterday we arrived at this place; 
our friends conducted us to the paſlage, 
and remained on the ſhore, till we had 
ſafely landed. Our coach was in wait- 
ing; and ſo great was Mr. Hamilton's im- 
patience to viſit Bath, that he ſtaid only till 
four poſt-horſes could be put to his 
chaiſe, which he ordered to proceed with 
the utmoſt expedition, 


H 3 I have 
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I have detained my former letters, that 
J may ſend you the whole of this intereſt- 
ing hiſtory together. Ihe reſtoration of 
Mrs. Montgomery will, I am convinced, 
afford you pleaſure, as it has beſtowed 
the moſt heart-felt ſatisfattion on your 


friend, 


Carotixng HAMILTON, 


In 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


Hot Wells, Auguft p. 


I HAVE ſuffered ſeveral weeks to elapſe, 
my dear Louiſa, ſince I laſt wrote to you; 
but I have no event to communicate, 
which can afford you pleaſure; and my 
life has been, during that period, marked 
with ſo little variation, that it ſcarcely de- 
ſerves to be remembered. The amiable 
friends are my only companions; and 
little excurſions with them, to the adja- 
cent villages, our only amuſement. Mr. 
Hamilton, (with inconceivable diſtreſs I 
mult acknowledge) now conſtantly reſides 
at Bath: he ſometimes viſits this place, 


for a few hours; but, even during that 


period, it is his ſtudy to keep himſelf con- 
tinually engaged; he appears abſent and 
embarraſſed, and ſtudiouſly avoids any 
converſation with me; whilſt his beha- 


viour, marked by cool—by chilling neg-⸗ 
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le, and pointed indifference, too plain- 
ly prove the alienation of his affec- 
tions. With the deepeſt concern, I 
likewiſe perceive, that every unfavourable 


fymptom is returned, and (as he is now 


wholly regardleſs of his health) increaſe 
with the moſt alarming rapidity. Though 
thoſe uneaſy reflections lay heavy on my 
heart, I ſtill feel the higheſt ſatisfaction 
and pleaſure from Mrs. Montgomery's 
correſpondence; her letters, written with 
all the enthuſiaſm of gratitude, while they 
expreſs her happineſs, prove that ſhe is 
perfectly rational and collected. She in- 
forms me, they only await our ſummons, 
to rejoin us at Elm Grove. — Ah! would 


Mr. Hamilton but relinquiſh his de- 


ſtructive mode of life, I might ſhare, 


with his friends, the pleaſure of his ſoci- 


ciety; till when, cheerleſs and ſolitary 
will paſs each revolving hour, to your 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


Ix 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Augnft 9. 
Ar hatt, my Louiſa, the diſtreſſing period 


is arrived, when the long concealed myſ- 
tery—the occaſion of my unhappineſs— 
is clearly revealed. This is, indeed, a 
ſevere trial of the fortitude and reſolution 
you have ſaid that I poſſeſs. I will, how- 
ever, ſtrive to attain ſufficient compoſure, 
to relate the cauſe of my affliction. 


Mr. Hamilton had juſt left me toreturn 
to Bath, and Jenny was removing the 
clothes he had worn, when an. open letter 
dropt from. the pocket; ſhe brought it to 
me, and I was going to. depofit it in my 
ſecretary ; but, on viewing the ſeal, was 
ſurpriſed to find it was the Earl of Narſby's 
arms. From an impulſe of. curiofity, I 
was tempted to inſpect this extraordinary 
correſpondence, though I was actuated 
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by no other motive, than merely to ſee 
whether his letters diſcovered the con- 
ſcious ſuperiority, and haughty ſtyle, viſi- 
ble in his converſation.—Gueſs my emo- 
tions, when I found the contents were as 
_ follows: 


te Sir, 

If I was not intereſted in 
your happineſs, you would be ſpared the 
trouble of peruſing thoſe lines; but, 
actuated by the wiſh of reſcuing you 
from the miſery that awaits you, will, 
I truſt, ſerve as an apology. 


« I cannot practiſe the duplicity of pal- 
Hiating your faults, nor flattering your 
vices; therefore, plainly tell you, that I 
know your guilty connection with the 
Counteſs de Belmont—know the ſtyle of 
ſplendor in which you have long ſupport- 
ed her, and the boundleſs extravagance 
your criminal fondneſs laviſhes on her; 
but it remains for you to know, that you 

are 
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are the dupe of a profeſſed wanton; her fa- 
vours are ſhared by her aſſociates in vice, 
whoſe actions prove them a diſgrace to 
human nature. A ſet of infamous and de- 
praved gameſters, who, availing themſelves 
of your infatuation, practiſe on you every 
ſpecies of deception—loaded dice-— 
marked cards are their continual reſour- 
ces, and to thoſe artifices, not to“ a run 
of ill-luck” your loſſes may be attributed. 
While thus difgracefully your hours are 
ſpent, your amiable-—-your exemplary 
wite—voluntarily ſecludes herſelf from all 


fociety; and though her pallid cheeks. 


too plainly prove, that her ſenſibility is. 
deeply wounded; not a figh nor re- 
proachful look eſcape her, to upbraid: 
you for the unmerited neglect. 


* Attend now to the admonition of a 
friend—he ealls upon you to review your- 
conduct, nor in the purfuit of guilty plea- 
fures, longer filence the “ ſtill ſmall voice 
of conſcience” —exert your refolution— 

H 6 ſummon 
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| fummon your reaſon to your aid, to con- 
quer this criminal infatuation; and by 
riſing ſuperior to thts weaknefs, prove thoſe 
noble qualities fo juſtly deſerving admi- 
ration, though eclipſed, are not wholly 
eradicated, But if your aſſociates have 
gained. ſo firm an aſcendancy, that my 
advice is rejected, it becomes my charac- 
ter to take a decided part. Our ac- 
quaintance muſt be at an end, for I 
| ſhould conſider it as diſgraceful to ſtyle 
you friend, as to. enter thoſe haunts of 
vice, from which depraved. minds alone 
have ever taſted pleaſure. But as your re- 
formation is my ardent wiſh, ſo in that per- 
ſuaſion, I ſtill ſubſcribe myſelf, your friend, 


NARSBV.“ 


This letter was dated, on the day Mr. 
Hamilton returned to Bath. His pre- 
cipitation and diſorder, which I now re- 
collect were doubtleſs, occaſioned by this 
unwelcome information. 


Auguft 
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August 10. 
I have paſſed a diſturbed and ſleepleſs 


night, but my reflections rather tend to 
conſole me, for I well know every prin- 
ciple of his generous heart----know it 
was not formed for vicious purſuits-—-its 
faſcinating attractions, may for a time 
allure, but reaſon will again reaſſume its 
| ſeat, and lead him back to rectitude and 
virtue; his health is my principal concern, 
that may be injured paſt reſtoration, by 
irregularities, and the conflict of con- 
tending paſſions. My reſolution is, how- 
ever, taken Unrepining, and in ſilence, 
[ will wait the event; and, far as I can, 
controul each painful ſenſation; I will 
check, even a ſigh, that to him may be- 
tray my uneaſineſs. Yourſelf, and the 
amiable Agatha, are the fole depoſitories 
of my affliction; the friendly intercourſe 
m which we live, would not admit of con- 
cealment; ſhe has ſeen a tear ſteal down 
my cheek, and to know a human crea- 
| ture 
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ture is unhappy, is a claim on her feeling 
heart, to offer comfort and conſolation, 
Mrs. Sanders is quite recovered, and 
their return to Hampſhire, has been al- 
ready planned ; but, in the kindeſt man- 
ner, I was aſſured by Agatha, | 

« F will not leave thee,---Afflictions ſo 
poignant as thine, require the ſoothing. 
efforts of friendſhip; while, therefore, 
the participation of a feeling heart can 


afford thee comfort, I will not leave thee 
a prey to dejection and ſolitude.” 


You, my Louiſa, will rejoice, that in 
a heart ſo congenial to your own, may 
repoſe every care and forrow, of your 


CAROEINE HAMILTOR. 


CAROLINE, I 5g 


Is CONTINUATION. 
Auguſt 12. 
ACCUMULATED afflictions, my 


friend, have now fallen heavy on me; and 
the moſt alarming apprehenſions wholly 
poſſeſs my mind. Scarcely had I finiſhed 
my laſt letter, when Edward (Mr. Hamil- 
ton's ſervant, who had accompanied him 
to Bath) haſtily entered the room; and, 
with every appearance of terror, abruptly 
informed me, that his maſter was in a 
ſtate of the utmoſt danger, occaſioned by 
having broken a blood-veſſel; and that 
he was ſent, to defire Dr. Woodford's 
immediate attendance. He had called 
on the doctor, in his way to my lodgings, ſo 


that he was with me, before I could learn 


the particulars of this alarming accident. 


My determination was inſtantly formed ; 
and I declared, that it was my intention 
| to 
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to accompany him. This reſolution both 
Dr. Woodford and Agatha approved; 
but, when Edward heard my deſign, he 
diſcovered the utmoſt agitation; and, 
with earneſtneſs, requeſted —entreated 


me, not to go to Bath;—ſaid it was his 


maſter's-orders to prevent me;—and that 
he was likewiſe to aſſure me, that he 
would return to the Wells the following 
day. I could eaſily gueſs the caufe of 
this importunity; but, as I ftill perfe- 
vered, he defired to ſpeak with the doc- 
tor, in the next apartment; when he re- 
turned, he ſaid, ' | 

« I am now, Madam, of your ſervant's 
opinion, that your preſence at Bath 
would be highly improper.” 


« I ſuſpeCt, Doctor, the motive for your 
objection; it alludes to the Counteſs de 
Belmont.” 


He was filent; and I continued, 
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« My feelings will, I confeſs, be deeply 
wounded, by ſeeing her attentions to Mr. 
Hamilton; but, contentedly I will ſhare 
with her the office of a nurſe, if, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, it can mitigate his ſuf- 
ferings.” 


« Oh, Ma'am, (Edward haſtily faid) it 
is not on that account, I defire you not to 
go; there is no fear of ſeeing her in my 
maſter's apartment, for ſhe had quar- 
relled with him, and left him as ſoon as 
the accident happened; and ſhe is gone, 
with a large party, to the play; and they 
are all to return to ſupper: no fear, there- 
fore, of ſeeing her; but, Ma'am, my maſ- 
ter lives in her houſe, and he can't bear 
to ſee you 1n it; he told me ſo; and, I am 
ſure, it would kill him outright, if you 
was now to go to Bath.” 


Agatha now interpoſing, defired me to 


delay my intentions; obſerving, 


« His 
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« His ſpirits, my friend, may be too 
much weakened, to ſupport the humilia- 
ting appearance he muſt make before 
thee. Suſpend thy determination till to- 
morrow; and, if he is unable to return to 
the Wells, the doctor can procure pro- 


per lodgings; and I will attend thee to 
Bath.” | 


On reflection, I could not but coincide 
with her opinion; and, as the doctor aſ- 
| ſured me, that, from all the ſymptoms, 
he did not apprehend immediate danger, 
I conſented, having previouſly requeſted 
him, to ſend a ſervant to me, early in the 
morning, with his undiſguiſed opinion. 


The anxiety in which I paſſed the night 
is beyond deſcription: Agatha remained 
with me till a late hour, ſince which, I 
have endeavoured to beguile the time, by 
writing to you;—but, alas! the only ſub- 
ject, to which my mind reverts, is a reca- 


pitulation of my unhappineſs. 
The 
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The groom has juſt brought me a letter 
from Dr. Woodford. He informs me, 
Mr. Hamilton, though extremely weak 
and low, is not in immediate danger; that 
he will not ſubmit, to be taken to any 
lodgings in that place; but inſiſts on be- 
ing removed to the Wells: he added, 

« I am glad you are not with us; the 
ſcenes of riot and intemperance I have 
here witneſſed, brings forcibly to my re- 
collection, the deſcription of the eourt of 
Comus,” 


I am now in momentary expedtation 
of their arrival; and ſhall not cloſe this 
letter, till I can inform you of his ſitu- 
ation, 


Auguſt 13. 


During a tedious day, (which, from 
anxiety and expectation, appeared of un- 
uſual length) I exerted every effort, to 
attain a ſufficient degree of fortitude, that 
I might meet Mr. Hamilton without 
viſible emotion. Agatha had ſtrongly 

enforced 
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enforced the neceſſity of it. But when 
the coach ſtopped, and I ſaw him lifted 
from it by his ſervants, in a ftate of in- 
ſenſibility; his ſo lately fine animated 
countenance, now pale, and covered with 
the ſhades of death !--reafon---fortitude -- 
recolleCtion---all forſook me, and I was 
reduced to an almoſt fimilar fituation with 
himſelf. He remained for ſome time in 
ſucceſſive fainting fits, and, on his re- 
covery from them, ſunk into the moſt 
alarming ſtate of depreſſion and weak- 
neſs. Dr. Woodford ordered that he 
ſhould be kept quiet, and by no means 
ſuffered to talk. A prohibition, which 
I conceive is moſt agreeable to him, for 
he ſcarcely ventures to look on me, and 
if accidentally, his languid eyes encounter 
mine, they are inſtantly cloſed, as if to 
ſhut out an object, the ſight of whom, re- 
vives the painful ſenſations of contrition 
and remorſe. 


I remained with him the whole night, 


and * his diſturbed ſlumbers, have 
written 
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written thus far; it is a relief to my agita- 
ted ſpirits, to hold this converſe with 
you; I ſhall, therefore, write to the mo- 
ment, and always haye a packet ready to 
ſend you; for I know no event is conſidered 
unintereſting to my Louiſa, which relates 
to her 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


Hot Wells, Augnft 14. 
"Tur kind Agatha met me, early in the 


morning, in my dreſling-room ; ſhe imme- 
diately deſired, that I would permit her 


to aſſiſt me, in my attendance on Mr, 


Hamilton. 


ce The office of a nurſe (ſhe obſerved) 
is too ſacred to delegate to a mercenary 
hireling; the attentions of affection and 
friendſhip are conſolitary to the languid 
frame, and alone can ſmooth the pillow of 
ſickneſs. By this office, I ſhall be enabled to 
ſhare thy fatigue; and, by participating, 
leſſen thy affliction.“ f 


Her conſiderate kindneſs claims my gra- 
titude; and (unleſs diſapproved by Mr. 


Hamilton) I ſhall readily aſſent, to what 


will afford me ſo much comfort. 
Dr. 


- 
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Dr. Woodford found his patient bet- 
ter than he expected. I, therefore, in- 
formed him of Agatha's propoſal; in a 
tremulous voice he anſwered, 

« She is too kind.--I am unworthy of your 
regard---undeſerving her conſideration; 

Then, with a look of unutterable an- 
guiſn he added, 

« Oh, Caroline! Could you but for- 
give me !---" 


The doctor checked all further con- 
verſation; and, on his retiring, I accom- 
panied him to another room: I then aſked 
him, if he was informed, by what means 
this accident had been occaſioned. 


« Of that (he ſaid) J am totally igno- 
rant; my patient had been, for ſome time, 
alone with the lady; their voices were 
raiſed, as if in anger; and, with an ap- 
pearance of paſſion and reſentment, ſhe 
quitted the- room. When the ſervants 
went accidentally to * they found Mr. 

Hamilton, 
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with blood, and almoſt ſenſeleſs. They 
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Hamilon, extended on the floor, covered 


are ignorant of the cauſe; and, of courſe, [ 
made no enquiry of him.” 


< Did you ſee the * Doctor?“ 


© I did; for I was under the neceſſity 
of intruding on her party. When I ar- 
rived at her houſe, (for ſo I find it is) I 
faw it lighted with the utmoſt ſplendor; 
and the numerous ſervants J encountered, 
appeared in the buſtle, occaſioned by the 


expectation of a large company. I fol- 
lowed your ſervant to an apartment, where 


lay your negleQed, unhappy, huſband, 
There, indeed, the contraſt was viſible: 
one ſolitary candle dimly lighted the room; 
in a diſtant chair, was an old woman, 
called a nurſe, in a ſtate of intoxicating 
inſenſibility; while Mr. Hamilton's ſitu- 
ation was ſo critical, that .a return of 
his diſorder muſt have occaſioned ſuffoca- 
tion, if deprived of immediate help. In 


a feeble voice, he was expreſſing his ſatis- 
faction 
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faction at ſeeing me, when I was ſur- 
priſed, by violent burſts of laughter, from 
the lower apartments; and, finding, from 
frequent repetition, that my patient was 
diſordered and diſturbed by it, I made no 
ceremony, but abruptly appeared among 
the riotous party. 


I found, with the lady, a large com- 
pany of both ſexes; they were ſtartled at 
ſeeing me, I intended they ſhould, and 
therefore aſſumed the utmoſt ſternneſs of 
voice and features. I upbraided them 
with their unfeeling behaviour, and told 
them, they were a diſgrace to humanity: 
in ſhort, by my ſeverity, I gained my 
point, which was, to diſperſe the licen- 
tious crew; but, as many of the men were 
inmates in the houſe, I could not, during 
the whole night, ſecure him from alarm 
and diſturbance. | 


This gave me a plea for propoſing his 
removal; at the ſame time, informing him 
of your wiſh to attend him, he expreſſed 

Vol. I. 1 plea- 
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pleaſure, though, with emotion, aſſert- 
ing, that he knew not how to ſee you, 
but aſſured me, it was his intention to re- 
turn to the Wells, adding, 

* It cannot, Doctor, be more your de- 
fire, to remove me from theſe haunts of 
vice, than it is my earneſt wiſh to quit 
them. My eyes are opened on my paſt dif- 
graceful unworthy conduct; I ſhudder, at 
reflecting on the guilty connections I have 
formed. Oh! could my exemplary---much 
injured wife,---extend her pardon, I ſtil 
might hope for comfort! but, though ſhe 
is ignorant of all my crimes, the negleQ, 
with which I have cruelly treated her, 
muſt for ever exclude me from her affec- 
tion. 


He was . ſo agitated, while he ut- 
tered thoſe words, that it required all my 
efforts to compoſe him; and let me con- 
gratulate you, Madam, for however ſe- 
vere your trials have been, his penitence 
and contrition will, I doubt not, ſecure 


you from future apprehenſion.” 
2 The 
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The Counteſs, I ſuppoſe, ſaw Mr. Ha- 
milton, prior to his leaving her houſe. 


« She intended to have done ſo; but 
there again I interpoſed. In the morn- 
ing, ſhe had the ſame riotous party with 
her, who, doubtleſs, ſaw with pleaſure 
the coach drive to the door, concluding 
it would carry off their ſevere monitor; 
but, when a chair was likewiſe in wait- 
ing, they muſt ſuppoſe I intended to take 
my patient with me. She then ſent a pe- 
nitential meſſage by her ſervant, requeſting 
to be permitted to ſpeak to him. Your 
huſband (I attentively watched his counte- 
nance) received this meſſage, without any 
emotion, which could denote returning 
affection; and ſaid, in a decided tone, 

« am too ill for converſation; and tell 
your lady, I never will ſee her more. I 
put him into the chair, drawing the cur- 
tains cloſe, and followed it down ſtairs. 
At the door of the breakfaſt room, ſtood 
the lady, who made an effort to ſtop the 
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chair; but, ſeeing me, haughtily retreated, 
and I got him into the coach, without en- 
countering this faſcinating Circe.“ 


The Earl of Narſby has ſent conſtant 
and particular enquiries for Mr. Hamil- 
ton; I ſhall ever feel grateful for his ef- 
forts to reclaim him. He has, for ſome 

time, wholly confined himſelf to the 
apartment of his nephew, who, a few days 
fince, paid the debt of nature. 


Auguſt 16, 


The ſtupor, into which Mr. Hamilton, 
from languor and weakneſs, had fallen, is 
ſucceeded by fits of gloomy remorſe, and 
horrid deſpair. His reſt is broken, agitated, 
and diſturbed; and he generally awakes, 
from thoſe unrefreſhing ſlumbers, in an 
alarming agony. This day, while I was fit- 
ting by him, he ſtarted from an agitated 
ſleep, and, eagerly graſping my hand, cried, 
© Oh! ſave me----ſaye mel -I cannot 

dic! 
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die Even the grave will not afford me 
reſt all beyond is dark is horrible!” 


He often conjures me to forgive him; 
then as ſuddenly interrupts every aſſer- 
tion I would make, by ſaying, 

But it is impoſlible;---you cannot 
you do not know the enormity of my 
crimes,” 


Agatha, in thoſe awful moments, alone 
can offer comfort; and her pious precepts 
never fail to ſooth his tumultuous ſoul to 
peace; but ſhe is of opinion, his mind 
would be relieved, by communicating 
what now ſo heavily oppreſſes him. She 
has, therefore, adviſed me, rather to lead 
to, than ſhun the converſation : I will fol- 
low her advice: would to heaven, it were 
in my power, by every ſolemn affurance of 
pardon and forgiveneſs. to calm his agi- 
tated ſpirits'---could that be effected, I 
might entertain hopes of his recovery; 
but, at preſent, his mental ſufferings, oc- 

13 cCaſion 
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caſion thoſe painful ſenſations, which « 
weakened frame can ill contend with, 


Oh! my Louiſa! may you ever be ex- 
empt from the diſtreſs, which now fills the 


heart of your 


CAROLINE HAMNALTOS. 
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in CONTIN UATION.. 
Auguft 19. 


Tris morning, I was alone with Mr. 
Hamilton, when, after having reproach- 
fully. accuſed himſelf, he again patheti- 
cally conjured me to forgive him; I im- 
mediately ſaid, 

Why will you doubt it? Do you know 
fo little of my heart, as to ſuppoſe, that 
any paſt unkindneſs can diminiſh my af- 
fection? 


* Oh! Caroline, (he haſtily cried) you 
could not make this aſſertion, if you 
knew the enormity of my crimes, which, 
though I feel unutterable anguiſh from 
the concealment, 1 cannot attain refolu- 
tion to diſcloſe.” | 


I 4 It 
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If, my dear Mr. Hamilton, it will re- 
lieve your mind, ſuffer me to gueſs— 


He impatiently interrupted me, ex- 
claiming, 

« Gueſs —gueſe at — 
you can not—“ 5 


I will ſuppoſe, you have not been in- 
ſenſible to the attractions of a faſcinating 
woman; and that, allured by her arts, you 
have deviated from the paths of rectitude; 
but do not think, though I have ſeverely 
felt the loſs of your fociety, and lamented 
your lapſe from virtue, that it has eſtranged 

you from my heart ;-—no,---believe me, 
you are dear to me as ever!“ 


He liſtened to me in filence, whilſt his 
countenance expreſſively denoted the agi- 
tation of his mind; he then ſaid, 

« And is it poſſible, that, knowing the 
guilty tranſaction, you can view me in 
any other light, than as an object of de- 


teſtation ?---Can you, without horror, re- 
flect, 
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fe, that I, who was intruſted as the 
guardian, have been the murderer, of 
your peace? that I have deſtroyed your 
happineſs; and, for an infamous woman, 
have expoſed my Caroline to diſtreſs,---to 
poverty,---to misfortunes? Oh! had your 
valued father lived to this hour, —lived to 
behold the abject fallen wretch, on whom, 
with ſuch ſatisfaction, -ſuch perfect con- 
fidence, he beſtowed his only treaſure, how 
would his worthy---his blameleſs heart. 
have lamented the degradation! But, im- 
perceptible to myſelf, was the firſt ap- 
proach to vice; and, by gradual ſteps, 
[ was led to the completion of enormous 
guilt and crimes. I have nothing to 
plead, in extenuation of my faults, for, 
poſſeſſing my amiable Caroline, I ſhould 
have been guarded againſt even the ap- 
pearance of evil. Let me only ſay, that 
every allurement has been practiſed, 
every ſeducing effort tried, that a woman, 
deeply verſed in all the arts of her ſex, 
could have recourſe to. The trivial me- 
rit I can claim, is merely negative; I ne- 
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ver permitted your acquaintance with 
her, after I knew her undeſerving your 
regard.----Why----Oh |--why was I leſs 
guarded !---Why not early ſhun the 
arts of this deſtructive ſyren! But, ſe- 
duced by her example, I plunged deeper 
into guilt; and, though my health was ſa- 
crificed to intemperate pleaſures, had not 
reſolution to eſcape from the diſgraceful 
bondage! On my firſt refidence in this 
place, my languid, dangerous ſtate, awaken- 
ed new ideas: I contraſted your patient, 
mild, and gentle virtues, againſt her fu- 
rious and turbulent paſhons: you eafily 
regained the deſerved aſcendancy in my 
heart; and, with pleaſure, I indulged the 
delightful ſenſations, which arife from 
pure and virtuous love. I now refolved 
to break the galling guilty chains I had 
formed; in conſequence, I ſuffered her 
letters to remain unanſwered; and, when 
compelled to write, invented excuſes, for 
a longer abſence from her. This conduct, 
alarmed her pride; ſhe, therefore, ſent her 
ſervant with a letter, written with all the 

vehe- 
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vehemence of reſentment, declaring her 
poſitive determination, of expoſing me to 
you, if I did not comply with her wiſhes, 
by immediately viſiting her at Bath. This 
threat, I was unable to ſupport.--To be 
degraded in your opinion to forfeit your 
eſteem---was, though a juſtly merited pu- 
niſhment, beyond what I had reſolution 
to endure. I, therefore, though reluc- 
tantly, acquieſced; but, with no other 
view, than to ſtrive, by gentle methods, to 
ſcape from a ſtate of irkſome ſlavery: 
but, once inſnared beneath her roof, every 
boaſted effort of reſolution failed. Again 
he had recourſe to all her ſeducing ar- 
tifices; and a: continual round of dan- 
gerous faſcinating. pleaſures, lulled my 
ſenſes, to a forgetfulneſs of every moral 
duty. The Earl of Narſby, with unex- 
ampled friendſhip and benevolence, con- 
deſcended to become my admoniſher; 
and, by unmaſking her character, firſt 
taught me ſuſpicion. From his advice, I 
became watchful. over her conduct; and 
foon diſcovered the duplicity, by which 

I. 6. ſhe 
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ſhe was actuated. I vehemently upbraid- 
ed her; and intended to ſhow the letter, 
to confirm my aſſertion, but it was loſt; 
and I now ſuſpect, my Caroline, it was 
by that means, you gained the diſtreſſing 
information. On my firſt accuſing her, 
ſhe reſolutely denied the charge; but, 
| finding that I was well inſtructed, in all 
the myſteries of her practice, ſhe boldly 
threw off the maſk; with effrontery, ſhe 
boaſted, that I had ever been the dupe 
of her artifice; and inſolently declared, 
that my fortune was her only aim,---the 
only cauſe, which had influenced all her 
actions. At this daring--this unexpected 
declaration, I became no longer maſter of 
my paſſions; but, yielding to their turbu- 
lence and fury, became a martyr to my 
own imprudence; for, to the violence of 
thoſe emotions, the accident may be at- 
tributed.” | 


« Thus, my Caroline, have I ſubmitted 
to you, an undiſguiſed confeſſion, in which 
my weakneſs, and all my crimes, are re- 

vealed; 
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vealed; and if, in mercy--in pity, you 
can extend your forgiveneſs, it ſhall be 
the ſtudy of my future life, to regain your 
invaluable affection to prove my eternal 
gratitude.” 


I readily aſſured him of my unalterable 
affection; and freely promiſed, that every 
paſt tranſaction, ſhould, from that mo- 
ment, be eraſed from my mind---for ever 
buried in oblivion. 


« Endeavour, my dear Mr. Hamilton, 
(I continued) to blot from your memory, 
all reflections on the paſt tranſaction; for 
remorſe and contrition occaſion ſenſations, 
incompatible with your peace. Have 
confidence in, —be reconciled to, your- 
ſelf,—-and reflect, that many might, like 
you, have erred; but few have ſtrength, 
and greatneſs of mind, frankly to ac- 
knowledge, and voluntarily to relinquiſh 
their errors; and be aſſured, ſo firm is my 
confidence in you, that your indiſpoſition, 
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is the only circumſtance, which occaſions 
to me one moment's anxiety. 


He appeared gratified and delighted 
with this aflertion; and I have the ſatis- 


faction to find, that he is more tranquil 


and compoſed. Oh! may his health be 
reſtored !---That bleſt event accompliſhed, 
how tranſporting---how exquiſite will be 
the felicity of your friend, 


CA ROLINE HAulL TOY 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Hot Wells, Auguft 26. 


Wrra every anxious----every appre- 
henſive fear, my Louiſa, I now paſs each 
ſucceeding hour. Mr. Hamilton has ſo 
frequently relapſed, that, in a fituation 
ſo weakened: and debilitated, I have 
ſcarcely dared entertain hopes of his re- 
covery; but, as (from his paſt communi— 
cation) his mental ſufferings are leſs poig- 
nant and fevere, more favourable ſymp- 
toms have, in conſequence recently ap- 
peared; and I am now flattered, with the 
aflurance, that he is not in immediate 
danger, though well I know, a conſtitu- 
tion ſo delicate and impaired, can ill ſuſ- 
tain ſuch violent and frequent attacks. 
He is now permitced to quit the gloomy 
perſpective of a ſick chamber; and, by 
removing to my dreſſing-room, feels his 
ſpirits revived from the change of ſcene. 


Anguft 
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Auguſt 2, 


The Earl of Narſby has, with the moſt 
friendly attention, regularly ſent to en- 
quire for Mr. Hamilton; and, this morn- 
ing, he received a ticket from him, 
containing a requeſt, that when he 
was enabled to admit the viſits of his 
friends, he might have permiſſion to wait 
on him.” 


This was a requeſt, which, from his 
conſtant attention, Mr. Hamilton ſcarcely 
conſidered himſelf at liberty to refuſe; 
he, therefore, appointed this afternoon. 


« ] ſhall (he obſerved) feel humbled at 
an interview, which, while it recalls my 
unworthy---my diſgraceful conduct, gives 
him ſo evident a ſupertority over me,--- 
but his generous friendſhip,---the bound- 
leſs obligations he has conferred, claim 
every grateful acknowledgment.” 


The 


CAROLINE. 18 5 
The Earl came punctual to the hour 


that was appointed. The conſiderate 


Agatha declined being preſent at this in- 
terview; I, therefore, was alone with Mr. 
Hamilton, when-he arrived. His addreſs 
was tender and reſpeCtful, and his whole 
behaviour diſcovered unuſual freedom 
and condeſcenſion; but, though he poſ- 
ſeſſed an almoſt abſolute command of 
features, yet, on this occaſion, he could 
not conceal his aſtoniſhment, at perceiv- 
ing the change, one fortnight only had 
effected. The pleaſure, therefore, which 
he expreſſed, on his recovery, was in a 
manner, and tone of voice, ſo ſoftened 
and compaſſionate, as plainly proved, 
how much he lamented the diſtreſſing 
ſtate, to which he is now reduced. He 
evidently ſtrove, to avoid all particular 
converſation; and to lead to thoſe ſub- 
jects, foreign to ourſelves; but, on the 
firſt pauſe, Mr. Hamilton, after a little 

heſitation, ſaid, 
feel, my Lord, and would expreſs, 
the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude, for your 
unmerited 


| 
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unmerited kindneſs. Would to heaven, 
1 had never incurred your cenſure---had 
not deſerved your admonition !— but, 
fuffer me to hope, that I may not wholly 
be deprived of your good opinion. This 
generous—moſt excellent of women,— 
who knows the full meaſure of my guilt, 
can, in merciful kindneſs, extend her 
pardon;---and, if contrition, and the fin- 
cereſt penitence, can atone for my crimes, 
FE will flatter myſelf, that hereafter I may 
not be excluded from your friendſhip, 
may regain your eſteem.“ 


The Earl, who had liſtened to him 
with viſible emotion, immediately aroſe, 
and, taking him by the hand, faid, 

« My friend,---my valuable friend, with 


pleaſure I acknowledge you. Errors thus 


renounced, ſhall, with me, be buried in 
oblivion.“ 


Then, with unuſual expreſſion of coun- 
tenance, and. energy of manner,, he 


added, 
cc. Nor 
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« Nor can I ever arraign that conduct, 
which Mrs. Hamilton has generouſly par- 
doned.“ 


This viſit was ſhort; but it was ſo con- 
ſolatory, that, on parting, Mr. Hamilton 
made an earneſt requeſt, that he would 
frequently oblige us with his company, 
which he readily promiſed. 

Anguff 30. 

I am apprehenſive, though the phyſi- 
cians ſtill flatter me with hopes, that Mr. 
Hamilton is in danger; he evidently 
entertains this opinion; and frequently 
relapſes. into a ſtate of depreſſion and 
horror, pathetically accuſing himſelf, as 
being the author of my misfortunes. He 
appears ſhocked, at ſeeing his child; 
often laments our deſtitute, —helpleſs 
ſtate; and deplores our being left depen- 
dant on the precarious bounty of a mer- 
cileſs world for ſupport. 


Theſe reflections muſt be illuſive;---the- 
ſuggeſtions of a weakened - diſturbed 
© Imagination; 
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imagination; for, though in default of 
male heirs, his eſtate devolves to a dif. 
tant relation ;--his perſonal fortune, he 
has bequeathed to me; My beloved fa- 
ther (actuated by that liberality, which had 
uniformly been the guide of his actions) 
would not permit a ſettlement to be made 
on me, alledging, that as I was not poſſeſſed 
of any fortune, I ſhould be wholly de- 


pendant on my huſband, on whoſe gene- 


roſity and affection, he could inplicitly 
rely; adding, 

« That his Caroline's merit, ſhould be 
her only ſecurity, for a future proviſion 


and ſupport.” 


Mr. Hamilton was pleaſed and grati- 
fied by this appeal to his generoſity ; im- 
mediately after our marriage, therefore, 


he made his will, by which, without re- 


ſtriction, he bequeathed to me his whole 
fortune, amounting to thirty thouſand 
pounds; his houſe in Groſvenor- ſquare; 
furniture; — carriages in ſhort, what- 


ever was at his diſpoſal. Every evil, 
therefore, 
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therefore, attendant upon poverty, muſt 
be far removed from me, when a ſmall 
very ſmall portion of his liberal bequeſt, 
would be an ample proviſion, if I am 
doomed, to experience the ſevere misfor- 
tune, of being deprived of him. But that 
ſtate of miſery will not, I fervently pray, 
be the fate of your 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


e. END OF THE FIRST POLUMA, 


